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LETTERS to the Editors 





Nooses or Naivete 


Despite the forewarning given to Arthur 
Glasser’s article on Communism that you 
did not want to provoke controversy, I 
cannot refrain from expressing my shock 
at this article. This article . . . appeals to 
the ignorant and is very effective in break- 
ing the back of anti-Communist activity, 
which seems to be the desire of Mr. 
Glasser. Well, if this “soft” anti-Com- 
munist approach succeeds in putting 
evangelicals to sleep along with the lib- 
erals, we can only blame ourselves when 
they slip those nooses around our necks 
and very “unequally yoke” us up together. 

NoRMAN JONES 
Horsham, Pa. 


I bitterly protest the article. It’s a dis- 
grace. 

CLIFFORD E. HUNT 

Cincinnati, Ohio 


I believe that the real enemy of Chris- 
tianity is materialism and whether that 
materialism is Marxist or the pecuniary 
materialism of western civilization is rel- 
atively unimportant. As a matter of fact, 
I suspect that capitalist and Communist 
materialists may have more in common 
with each other than either has with the 
convinced Christians. 


If the articles have any weakness it 
seems to me that they do not sufficiently 
emphasize that the real danger in Com- 
munism is that it serves as an ideological 
weapon for totalitarian imperialist states. 
Take away the totalitarian imperialism and 
Communism would not be very menacing. 
But these imperialisms do support the 
young Marxist fanatics and _ therefore 
Glasser’s burden that we who profess Jesus 
Christ ought to be as enthusiastic in His 
service as the Marxist is in the service of 
Communism. To do otherwise would be 
to capitulate in the face of a deadly en- 
emy. 

Jay V. GROVES 
Buckhannon, W. Va. 


Your attitude is commendable. Would 
that more evangelicals would reflect such 
position. If they were to do so, orthodoxy 
would assume greater stature than it com- 
mands at present. 

Davip C. LACHMAN 
North Hills, Pa. 


It is most timely. With 95% of evan- 
gelicals approving garbled, pre-Victorian, 
laissez faire dogmatism without a trace of 
protest, it is refreshing to hear a voice like 
that of Mr. Glasser raised in the interest of 
common sense and fair play. I have con- 
versed with a number of the 1100 foreign 
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Hitler’s Germany and 
Some Disturbing Thoughts 


Your review of Shirer’s best-seller, The 
Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, states 
that although this is not a “Christian” 
book, it is of “tremendous import for 
Christians” today. I heartily agree. 

And yet, in pondering the article, I can- 
not help but wish that the author had 
spelled out in more detail its lessons for 
evangelical Christians. Frankly, Shirer’s 
book disturbed me greatly. It confronted 
me with hard facts that generated disturb- 
ing thoughts. To me, not a few of these 
lessons are crucial. We need to master 
them as we face the immediate future with 
its ominous overtones. 

1. Why did German Christians accept 
Hitler? Why were they so deceived by 
him? They had access to Mein Kampf. 
They knew what Hitler thought of Christ, 
the Jews, and war long before he tried to 
come to power. Yet they welcomed him 
nonetheless. Shirer says that Luther was to 
blame. 

“Luther's siding with the princes in the 
peasant risings, which he had largely in- 
spired, and his passion for political autoc- 
racy ensured a mindless and provincial 
political absolution which reduced the vast 
majority of the German people to poverty, 
to a horrible torpor and a demeaning sub- 
servience.” 

2. Why were German Christians so 
blind to the evils of nationalism? Why did 


‘hand in Hitler’s 


they render so much to Caesar and so little 
to Christ in the crisis period when Hitler 
became Chancellor in 1933? Shirer says 
that they were acting as they had been 
trained in their churches. 

“It is difficult to understand the be- 
havior of most German Protestants in the 
first Nazi years unless one is aware of two 
things: their history and the influence of 
Martin Luther .. . In no country with the 
exception of Czarist Russia did the clergy 
become by tradition so completely servile 
to the political authority of the State.” 

3. Why did the German Christians seem 
so obtuse and unable to discern Satan’s 
anti-semitism? Once 
again, Shirer’s charge is that Luther was to 
blame. His anti-semitism was never re- 
pudiated by his own church. 

“The great founder of Protestantism was 
both a passionate anti-Semite and a fero- 
cious believer in absolute obedience to 
political authority. He wanted Germany 
rid of the Jews and when they were sent 
away he advised that they be deprived of 
‘all their cash and jewels and silver and 
gold’ and, furthermore, ‘that their syna- 
gogues or schools be set on fire, that their 
homes be broken up and destroyed .. . 
that they be put under a roof or stable, 
like the gypsies . . . in misery and cap- 
tivity as they incessantly lament and 
complain to God about us’—advice that 
was literally followed four centuries later 
by Hitler, Goering and Himmler.” 

4. Would the Protestant church in Ger- 
many have fared better had its leadership 
been more loyal to the Scriptures? Is there 
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students in this area and they are amazed 

_at the naivete expressed by American 

Christians on foreign and economic is- 
sues. 

E. E. PAULSON 

Minneapolis, Minn. 


Into the Wilderness 


I was glad to see the acknowledgement 
given to the formative influence of Chris- 
tian endeavor in the life of Dr. Barnhouse. 
You said, “It emphasized evangelism . . 
life decisions . . . Bible study, prayer.” It 
still does, and no youth movement with- 
out these emphases will ever rival it in 
training young people for Christian serv- 
ice. The men who have led their denomina- 
tional youth work away: from C.E. 
methods and emphases have led, it into the 
wilderness. They are failing to secure the 
whole-hearted allegiance that C. E. has 
secured from Donald Barnhouse and thou- 
sands of others “for Christ and the 
Church.” 

ALEXANDER C. WILSON 
Malakal, Sudan 


The Church and Young Life 


I think it sets forth the controversy in 
excellent style and certainly much more 
clearly than I expected ETERNITY to pre- 
sent the matter. 

I have dealt with this problem in the 
Kansas City area for almost ten years and 
I have seen it destroy scores of youth 


groups in this area. To be sure, one or 
two or half a dozen have been made to 
recognize their “Lord and Savior.” I can- 
not deny this; but in every instance this 
has been done at the sacrifice of two or 
three going youth groups and many times 
only after the division of a fine Christian 
congregation. The sacrifice is too great for 
one football player or two basketball kings. 
I disagree with it theologically, but more 
intently I disagree with its divisiveness 
and its disgusting self-pride. 
GILBERT C. MURPHY 
Gardner, Kansas 


Thank you for the incisive statement on 
Young Life. Both your analysis and con- 
clusions are, in my judgment, precisely 
correct. .. . This organization has much to 
teach denominational and interdenomina- 
tional youth leaders in evangelical circles. 
But the lines of communication, unfor- 
tunately, are non-existent. 

GUNNAR HOGLUND 
Chicago, Ill. 


Not Scriptural 


The truth concerning the “Devil’s Bar- 
gain Price” (April °61) is evident and 
scriptural, but the reference to Lent is not. 
Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, Lent, etc., 
have no scriptural basis, none whatsoever. 

To all who believe in observing Lent, 
I say with Paul, “Do not be conformed 
to this world” (Rom. 12:2). 

Mrs. GLENN MUELLER 
Sunland, Calif. 





a place for a whole denomination to speak 
up to its political leaders on issues involv- 
ing politics? The relatively few pastors 
who protested were all eliminated by the 
Nazis because their church leaders had 
been largely won over. If, however, the 
leadership had sounded a clear prophetic 
note early in the course of Hitler’s struggle 
for power, might they have encouraged far 
more pastors and individual Christians to 
stand against this anti-christ? Although 
there was a struggle between the “German 
Christians faith movement” (ardent sup- 
porters of the Nazi doctrines of race and 
the leadership principle) and the German 
evangelical church (Niemoller later be- 
came a spokesman after his disillusion- 
ment), the vast majority of Protestants ap- 
peared to have no awareness of the moral 
issues involved. 

“In between lay the majority of Protest- 
ants who seemed too timid to join either of 
the two warring groups, who sat on the 
fence and eventually, for the most part, 
landed in the arms of Hitler, accepting his 
authority to intervene in church affairs and 
obeying his commands without open pro- 
test.” 

“Hitler had always had a certain con- 
tempt for the Protestants . . . ‘You can do 
anything you want with them,’ he once 
confided to his aides. ‘They will submit 
. . . they are insignificant little people, sub- 
missive as dogs, and they sweat with em- 
barrassment when you talk to them.’ ”__ 

5. Although Shirer is a Protestant, his 
book gives one the impression that the Ro- 
man Catholics more effectively opposed 
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Hitler’s rise to power than Protestants. 
However, they were deceived by him too. 
While preparing for the annexation of 
Austria, Hitler persuaded Cardinal Innitzer 
to issue a favorable statement: “Many 
Catholics in this overwhelmingly Catholic 
country were undoubtedly swayed by a 
widely publicized statement of Cardinal 
Innitzer welcoming Nazism to Austria and 
urging a Ja vote.” 

6. What does a Christian do when he 
finds himself in a country ruled by a tyrant 
such as Hitler? Dietrich Bonhoeffer is de- 
scribed by Shirer as “a descendant of emi- 
nent Protestant clergymen on both sides of 
his family, who regarded Hitler as anti- 
Christ and who believed it a Christian duty 
to ‘eliminate him.’” Would we agree with 
Bonhoeffer on scriptural grounds? Some 
Roman Catholics also felt that this was 
consonant with Christian principles. 

But who can condemn the German 
Christians? Are not the same seeds of 
weakness apparent in the evangelical 
church of America? What of our uncru- 
cified nationalism, our preoccupation with 
materialism, our lack of a sense of re- 
sponsibility toward society and its needs? 

Frankly, I trust that ETERNITY will de- 
bate some of these hard questions and im- 
portant issues. 


ARTHUR GLASSER 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Some of these questions are touched on 
in “When to Disobey the Government” on 
page 28—The Editors. 
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the modern debate 





BERNARD RAMM 


Special Revelation 
and the 
Word of God 


The thoroughness with which Dr.Ramm 
restates the Christian doctrine of spe- 
cial revelation in the light of the mod- 
ern debate, particularly as reflected in 
the writings of Barth and Brunner, 
makes this brilliant book of special 
value to all students of theology. As 
always, Ramm faces full front to some 
of the most far-reaching issues affect- 
ing today’s evangelical. He has organ- 
ized his discussion under: The Con- 
cept of Special Revelation; The Cos- 
mic Character of Special Revelation; 
Revelation and the Divine Speaking; 
Special Revelation as Event; Jesus 
Christ and Special Revelation; The 
Knowledge of God in Special Revela- 
tion; Special Revelation and Its Em- 
bodiments; and Special Revelation and 
the Character of its eens 


Other books by Ramm: 
The Witness of the Spirit 


An Essay on the Contemporary Rele- 
vance of the Internal Witness of the 


Holy Spirit. $3.00 


The Pattern of 
Religious Authority 


‘*A concise and competent presenta- 
tion . . . executed with considerable 
skill and clarity.’’—Dr. Roger Nicole. 

A Pathway Book $1.50 


The Christian View of 
Science and Scripture 


‘* Without question a landmark in this 
difficult field.’’—-Dr. Frank E. Gaebe- 
lein. $4.00 


WM. B. EERDMANS 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 
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EDITORIALS 





What Do Preachers Do with All Their Time? 


Should the role of the minister be 
changed? That it is being changed 
cannot be denied. In church after 
church, the minister is being forced 
from the position as student of the 
Word, man of prayer and spiritual 
leader of his flock. Instead, the min- 
ister is being fashioned into a business 
executive, fund-raiser, socialite, bell- 
pusher, problem-solver, architect, and 
a whole host of other duties. 

Recently I watched the pastor of a 
good-sized church at work altering 
blueprints of a new building, design- 
ing advertising copy for his church, 
checking on a wall cave-in near the 
church property and handling num- 
erous strictly business affairs—all of 
which might well have been handled 
by committees of capable laymen in 
the church. In the meantime, I did not 
see this pastor do a single bit of study, 
worthwhile reading or meditation. 

G. Paul Musselman of the depart- 
ment of Evangelism, National Council 
of Churches, has just written a dis- 
turbing book, The Church on the Ur- 
ban Frontier (Seabury), which points 
up this same problem. He offers illus- 
tration after illustration of parish min- 
isters who say “I came [to this church] 
determined that I was going to protect 
my [spiritual] life; but now I find that 
I am becoming a busy executive run- 
ning machinery of a terribly expensive 
institution with desperately deep and 
unmet spiritual needs inside.” 

Another clergyman, an _ Episcopa- 
lian bishop, hopefully expressed his 
longing to have an executive assistant 
who could run the diocese so that he 
(the bishop) might take time to be 
what a bishop should be. “I attend so 
many committee meetings and am 
chairman of so many boards, and am 
so concerned with the financial and 
administrative matters . . . that I can’t 
do what I'd like to do as . . . pastor.” 

Ours is also an age of specializa- 
tion. The medical, legal, industrial and 
other fields of endeavor are divided 
into specialists’ domains in which 
there is very little overlapping. Yet the 
parish pastor, who has been trained to 
minister to the spiritual needs of peo- 
ple, finds demands placed on his time 
for just about everything but spiritual 
needs. 

Have times changed so much that 
the minister must be, in reality, what 
he has already become in type? Must 
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he be a “jack of all trades” instead of 
a master of one? If so, then our semi- 
naries will need to undergo drastic ren- 
ovation in their training programs. 
And our churches will have to be sat- 
isfied with the mediocre in all realms. 

However, if the minister is to con- 
tinue to be God’s man, bringing God’s 
message to his parishioners, there are 
going to have to be courageous church 
members who, like Jethro in Moses’ 
day, sense the tremendous pressures 
on the conscientious pastor. When 
Moses sought to do all that had to be 
done himself, worldly-wise Jethro—a 
practical man if there ever was one— 
said: “What you are doing is not good. 
You and the people with you will 
wear yourselves out, for the thing is 
too heavy for you; you are not able to 
perform it alone.” He then went on to 
outline his very acceptable plan 
(Exod. 18:13-26). Let the church to- 
day put forth more Jethros who will 
be wise to evaluate a serious problem 
and take steps to alleviate the situa- 
tion. 


Is There Sin Up There? 


Now that man has begun to explore 
space, what will he find? Will he find 
sin up there? 

One thing is certain. If evil is not 
native to space, man will make it one 
of his first imports. Wherever man 
goes, he takes his sinful nature with 
him. And despite the most careful 
screening processes to select the finest 
physical, mental and moral specimens 
of mankind, the governments of this 
world will find no men without sin to 
be their space-explorers. 

However, certain Scriptures seem to 
indicate that sin is already in space. 
Paul warns against “spiritual wicked- 
ness in heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). 
He also indicates that the Church is 
the theater demonstrating God’s wis- 
dom in saving grace to the entire uni- 
verse: “That through the church the 
manifold wisdom of God might ’now 
be made known to the principalities 
and powers in the heavenly places” 
(Eph. 3:10). 

But why is such a cosmic demon- 
stration necessary? 

Paul wrote: “The creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to decay 
and obtain the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning in 
travail together until now; and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
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(This editorial is reprinted from the October, 1933 issue of Revelation) 





30 YEARS OF EDITORIALS 
BY DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


When God Tests Your Trust 


There are many incidents in the 
Word of God which demonstrate how 
God tests our trust. A friend said to us 
recently that so many Christian 
workers seemed to be very subtle in 
their trust, for they always leave a way 
for God to slip out nicely and preserve 
His reputation. 

The truth of the matter is that such 
“trusting” is not trusting at all. It is a 
religious opportunism that borders on 
hypocrisy. And too often we have all 
been guilty of just this sort of thing. 

When the crowds followed the 
Lord into the wilderness, the disciples 
showed the measure of their trust and 
of their love of humanity by exactly 
this kind of action. It came near the 
hour for the evening meal; the dis- 


ciples said to the Savior, “Send them 
away, that they may go into the coun- 
try. round about, and into the villages, 
and .buy themselves bread: for they 
have nothing to eat” (Mk. 6:36). 

Someone has said of this incident, 
“They wanted to arrange for an or- 
derly failure, and all the time He had 
something so different in His heart, for 
He Himself knew what He would do.” 

Orderly failure . . . Isn’t it true that 
many people spend time in trying to 
prepare the way of retreat for the Lord 
in order to “save His face” as the 
Chinese would say? In reality, all such 
methods of “trusting” Christ are just 
the opposite of trust. God needs no 
plan of “orderly failure.” If there is 
failure, it is in us. 
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groan inwardly as we wait for adop- 
tion as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies” (Rom. 8:21-23). From our 
knowledge of other passages, the word 
creation might represent all of God’s 
handiwork, both in the world that is 
known to us and in the worlds which 
are known alone to Him. 

There is much that we do not know 
about space. But this we know: the 
only remedy for the sin of the uni- 
verse, whether on this planet or 
throughout space, is the redemptive 
work which God made possible 
through Jesus Christ on Calvary’s 
cross. 

Man’s discoveries in- space will not 
minimize the work of our Lord on 
Calvary. The cosmic dimensions of 
Calvary will barely be scratched as 
man makes his further researches into 
the spacial vastness that lies before 
him. Only when we arrive in heaven 
will we know how great was the love 
of God. 


* * * 


Love produces obedience and obedience 


love. 
* ~ a 


When Religion and 
Politics Don’t Mix 


What is a liberal? 

That depends on what subject you’re 
- discussing. If you’re talking about a 
man’s view of economics, it’s one 
thing; if you’re talking about his poli- 
tics, it’s another; if you're talking 
about how he handles his personal 
finances, it’s different again. 

In recent months great confusion 
has resulted because some people don’t 
understand this. 

If a person believes in socialized 
medicine, it doesn’t mean that he 
denies the deity of Christ. And be- 
cause a person may oppose the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities 
doesn’t mean. that he denies the Res- 
urrection. 

Many theological liberals are Re- 
publican in politics and anything but 
liberal when their wives ask them for 
fur coats. And many theological con- 
servatives are quite liberal in other 
ways. 

It’s time -for organizations which 
stand for conservative Christianity to 
strip away the encrustations of poli- 
tics and economics. It’s time to stop 
ostracizing those brethren in Christ 
who hold to different views. 

Of course, the Christian citizen 
should be concerned when he detects 
what he considers a dangerous trend 
in government. He should speak up, 
write his congressman and alert his 
neighbors. But he must never judge 
another to be non-Christian, merely 
because he disagrees with him on 
non-theological matters. 
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new book 





ELISABETH ELLIOT’S 


The Savage My Kinsman 


Betty Elliot’s thrilling pictorial report on her 
life among the Auca killers of her husband. 123 
photographs, many covering two full pages, by 
Cornell Capa and the author. “It is very good of 
God to allow Mrs. Elliot and millions of others 
to see the working out of his plan for the Aucas.” 

— T, E. McCuLiy 





i At your bookseller + $5.95 © Harper & Brothers, N. Y. 16 











LEARNING... 


Excellence in Christian learning, wedded to fervor 


in evangelism — this is the vision of Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Fuller Seminary was established in 1947, and now 
is among the largest accredited seminaries on 
the West Coast. 

Dedicated Christian scholars have been attracted 
to the Fuller faculty, and they have drawn up a 
statement of faith which is one of the strongest 

































0 | am interested in helpi 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


stirestions of the authority of the Bible found 


a b 
Students come from all major denominations, 
assured that at Fuller Seminary they will learn 
the cardinal doctrines of historic a’. 
finding their own denominations presented in a 
respectful and scholarly light. 

If you would like to receive more information 
about Fuller Theological Seminary, mail coupon: 


FULLER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 


0 | am a college student, and would like your 


booklet, “‘How to Select a Theological Seminary.” 
strengthen the 
Christian ministry, would like more information 
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Yes, Moody Films and Filmstrips 
will add PUNCH to your V.B.S. 
this summer. They are unique. 
They fascinate. They make God 
and the Bible seem so real and 
so personal. 


® SERMONS FROM SCIENCE 

© BIBLE ADVENTURE FILMS 

® SCIENCE ADVENTURE FILMS 
© BIBLE STORY FILMSTRIPS  - 


Write for catalog of 101 titles. 


P.O. Boz 25575-E 


Los Angeles 25, California 





STONY 
BROOK 
SCHOOL 


“‘Character Before Career”’ 


Accredited college preparation 
for boys. Distinetive Christian 
training. Grades eight to college 
entrance. Boys from sixteen states 
and sixteen foreign countries. 
Full athletic program. 70-acre 
campus, accessible by car or train. 
Fortieth year. 


For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 
Box 40 Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 


SH 
MONTANA INSTITUTE of the BIBLE 
Rt. 1, Box 266 Billings, Montana 
Rural-Biblical-Conservative 
3-Year Standard Courses 
Approved: VA and ETTA 
Know Your Bible—Write Us 
SIMON E. FORSBERG, President 











5 DEDICATED NURSES 


Needed for the Bebalem Hospital in the Chad. 
This field is wide open to the Gospel. Nursing 
is a tremendous instrument in God’s hands to 
reach these people for Christ. Write today to: 


SUDAN UNITED MISSION 
89 Quincy St. 119 Lakeshore Rd. 
Brooklyn 38, N. Y. Toronto 14, Ont. 
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WHAT DR. BARNHOUSE MEANT TO ME 


It was in the late 20’s that on a Sunday 
afternoon for the first time | listened to a ser- 
mon over the radio. That was a sermon by Dr. 
Barnhouse, which made such an impression on 
me, that from that time on | followed with 
ever increasing interest the career of this great 
man of God. His presentation of the gospel 
was never dull and vacuous, but on the con- 
trary always firm, powerful, dignified, scrip- 
tural and convincing. 

Wo. B. EERDMANS SR. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


For five years prior to the last war and for 
four years afterwards, it was my privilege to 
attend Tenth Presbyterian Church. What | 
needed at the time was simple, clear Bible 
exposition; Christian doctrine presented sys- 
tematically and applied personally. | was a 
Christian with a better than average back- 
ground of Bible knowledge and an unshakable 
faith in the Bible as the Word of God. But | 
was not a mature Christian and | had a lot to 
learn about witness and service. 

So, coming under Dr. Barnhouse’s ministry 
was clearly God’s plan to continue preparation 
for my present work. 

FRANCIS RUE STEELE 
North Africa Mission 
Upper Darby, Pa. 


It was my pleasure to have known Dr. 
Donald Grey Barnhouse for approximately 18 
years. During the dedication of our Central 
Church in Springfield, Mo., he was featured 
speaker and presented a memorable exposition 
of the Scriptures. It was also my pleasure to 
meet with Dr. Barnhouse when he visited 
Springfield for a closer look at the doctrinal 
position of the Pentecostals. Following that 
visit, he wrote an article for ETERNITY en- 
titled, “Finding Fellowship with Pentecostals.” 
His approach to the subject and the kindness 
shown the Assemblies of God was greatly 
appreciated. 

As a brother in Christ, as an evangelical, 
and as a great biblical scholar, we shall pro- 
foundly miss Dr. Barnhouse. 

THOoMasS F. ZIMMERMAN, Gen. Supt. 
Assemblies of God 
Springfield, Mo. 


During World War II | was a soloist at 
Tenth Presbyterian Church and sat under the 
faithful ministry of Dr. Barnhouse. But after 
the war | drifted farther and farther from 
God. In 1950 in Cincinnati | became a tele- 
vision emcee on a midwestern network. And 
soon | started to drink quite heavily. 

Then one day when Dr. Barnhouse was in 
Cincinnati, he prevailed on me to attend a 
meeting at which Billy Graham was to speak. 
After the meeting, he took me to see Graham 
in person. In the presence of Billy Graham 
and Dr. Barnhouse, conviction came upon me. 
The Holy Spirit propelled me to the floor. 

Graham prayed and then Dr. Barnhouse, and 
then | confessed my sin to the Lord. When we 


got up from our knees, Dr. Barnhouse put his 
arms around me and gave me a hug. He had 
a long pen or pencil in his pocket and when 
he hugged me so hard, it cracked a rib. | had 
to go to the hospital that night for an X-ray. 
The next morning on my TV show | told 
what the Lord had done for me and how | 
had gotten back to Him. 
MEL DIBBLE 
Tampa, Fla. 


| recall a teen-age experience which | 
think was my first privilege of hearing this 
man of God. He was scheduled to preach in a 
congregation in Oakland, California, and a 
train or plane schedule compelled him to watch 
the clock—not untypical! With no “opening 
exercises” except a brief prayer, Dr. Barn- 
house launched into a 30-minute exposition” 
of the entire book of Job, and then left the 
service, while hymns, offering, and prayers 
concluded the evening. 

His treatment of Job is still in my memory, 
with the theme of the book and the progres- 
sion of its thought standing out clearly. This is 
indeed teaching-preaching. For when a teen- 
ager can retain the substance of a sermon for 
20 years, something quite unusual has hap- 
pened! 

Harotp N. ENGLUND, president 
Western Theological Seminary 
Holland, Mich. 


He could speak to the university mind of 
our generation as few men have heen able to 
do. Dr. Barnhouse combined an_ intellectual 
stature and a deep spirituality and an abso- 
lute dedication to the cause of Christ. He was 
impressive in the breadth of his knowledge of 
many disciplines. He was not broad at the 
expense of depth and many students who 
matched their questions to the challenge of his 
personality found themselves stimulated to 
think in dimensions to which often they were 
not accustomed. 

Even when there was profound disagreement, 


-Dr. Barnhouse never lost his poise and seemed 


at all times to be able to bring reinforcements 
from his vast store of information and to 
carry the battle to the gates. To have been 
with him in such situations was to have been 
challenged to new dedication to Christ and to 
match the need of American leadership at 
strategic levels with a solid witness for Jesus 
Christ and for the validity of Holy Scriptures. 
JAMES FORRESTER, president 

Gordon College 

Beverly Farms, Mass. 


As a young lad in my teens | first came 
under the teaching ministry of Dr. Barnhouse 
at a time when expository Bible teaching was, 
to many, a novelty. “Thus saith the Lord,” was 
the emphasis of his ministry, and the authority 
of the message, coupled with obedience to its 
precepts, resulted in a scripturally logical fruit- 
fulness which gave God all the glory. 

GeEorGE S. BUHL, Jr. 
Kingston, Mass. 
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Its underlying concepts are certainly in accord with 
Christian ethics. The “Four Absolutes” which its fol- 
lowers are expected to uphold are: absolute honesty, 
absolute purity, absolute unselfishness, absolute love. 
The way to attain these “Absolutes” is through the 
“Four Requisites”: sharing, surrender, restitution and 
guidance. 

Sharing consists primarily of confessing one’s sins 
to one another. Surrender is the abandonment of one’s 
will to God for His use. Restitution endeavors to make 
things right with those with whom an adherent is at 
odds. And guidance suggests the quiet time, a period of 
meditation in which the Holy Spirit may speak to the 
heart, making clear some choice that must be made or 
pathway which must be followed. 

While M.R.A. has always emphasized that there 
must be no distinctions as to class, race, color or creed, 
for all practical purposes the movement has catered 
largely to the wealthy upper classes. 


“HOUSE PARTIES” 


Years ago, it was propagated through “house 
parties,” first meeting in private homes, then hotels 
and resorts. Today the original house party idea has al- 
most entirely disappeared; in its place is the assembly, 
to which international leaders are brought. M.R.A. 
maintains large “training centers” at Mackinac Island, 
Michigan, and Caux, Switzerland, for this purpose. 

The name, Moral Re-Armament, came into use in 
1938, when Frank Buchman launched a new world 
phase of his movement. He said, “Nations must re- 
arm morally. Moral recovery is the forerunner of ec- 
onomic recovery.” Suddenly M.R.A., which had been 
accused of being too much centered on the “self,” 
shifted its approach. Buchman stated that Moral Re- 
Armament now stood for a “new social order under the 
dictatorship of the Spirit of God, making for better hu- 
man relationships, for unselfish cooperation, for cleaner 


business, cleaner politics, for the elimination of politi-— 


cal, industrial and racial antagonism.” But as before, it 
was the renewed individual who could renew the 
world. 

In its new role as the savior of the world, M.R.A. 
specialized in bringing together the leaders of various 
factions. Under M.R.A. auspices labor bosses met 
with corporation officials; Mau Maus met with British 
government heads; Communists met with capitalists. 

In keeping with its newer international outlook, 
M.R.A. has specialized more in mass communications, 
such as full-page newspaper ads, books, pamphlets and 
dramatic productions. 

In 1955, The Vanishing Island, a musical ideologi- 
cal play, offered a view of two countries—the United 


States and Russia in thin disguises—which almost 
came to war. However, in the nick of time, M.R.A. 
entered the picture, urging both countries to confess 
their faults and become friendly once more. 

The film, The Crowning Experience, which recently 
was shown across the country, is the story of a daughter 
of Negro slave parents who grew up to build a college 
where people of her race might get an excellent edu- 
cation. Later in life she was aided in combatting Com- 
munism by M.R.A. 

The Tiger is a film enactment of the Tokyo riots, 
telling of M.R.A.’s influence with the student leaders 
of the riots. Japan’s Prime Minister Kishi is reported 
to have said, “But for M.R.A., Japan would be under 
Communist control today.” 

Can anything possible be wrong with such a move- 
ment, a movement that stands for honesty, purity, un- 
selfishness and love and that allegedly provides us with 
our last bulwark against Communism? 

Its devotees, among whom are many Protestant 
clergymen and even a few Catholic priests, say, “No.” 
Actually, M.R.A. is extremely sensitive to criticism; 
its critics are quickly labeled Communists or immoral. 
Neither those on the inside nor those on the outside of 
M.R.A. are encouraged to analyze the movement. 


COUNTERFEIT COPY 


However, despite its copying of Christian ethics, 
New Testament methods and Protestant terminology, 
it is not a Christian movement; it is a clever counterfeit. 
Once you break through its thin crust of Christian 
ethics, you find it is hollow inside. You can follow the 
“guidance by the M.R.A. spirit,” but you are detoured 
around the Cross of Christ. It is a beautiful castle set 
upon a hill that can be admired only at a distance; a 
closer look reveals the vacuum of the interior. 

Buchman himself may be a dedicated Christian, but 
the movement, which has deified him as a Delphic 
Oracle, most certainly is not. It is an ethical system, 
bolstered by psychological controls. Jesus spoke of an 
unclean spirit that had gone out of a man and later re- 
turned to find his former dwelling place empty, swept 
and put in order. So the spirit went out and brought in 
seven more unclean spirits. M.R.A. sweeps a man 
clean, but it puts nothing in him to keep him clean. 

Here are some problems which any Christian would 
have with M.R.A.: 

1. Its syncretism—According to the philosophy be- 
hind M.R.A., all religions are equally good. You can 
worship a monkey-god, Jupiter or Jehovah; all that 
matters is love, purity, unselfishness and love, not the © 
God whom you worship. 

Springing from a Protestant—even fundamentalist— 
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background, it now includes Hindus, Moslems, 
Shintoists and those of no religion. 

Though it staunchly insists that it is not a religion, it 
claims to bring men into contact with God and to 
communion with His Spirit. It has its own sacraments 
—confession, meditation, restitution, sharing—and its 
own high priest—Frank Buchman. It is a religion 
without temples. Its god is the “Superior Will,” though 
its adherents may call Him by various names. 

2. Its theology—Though M.R.A. has no creed nor 
doctrinal statement, it has an unwritten theology. 
About 30 years ago when M.R.A. was closer to its 
Christian heritage than it is today, an Oxford educator, 
C. M. Chavasse, analyzed: “The root error of the 
group is that they are founded upon no Christian basis. 
According to their practices communion between God 
and man is not mediated through our Lord Jesus Christ 
alone; and He has to be dragged in as a Patron, or as 
an Example only of what our communion with God 
might be. The groups are out to change lives, but not 
to win men and women for Jesus Christ. Their theology 
(though they profess to have none) seems to be a leap 
from surrender to God the Father, to communion with 
God the Holy Spirit. The group itself, with the influ- 
ence and inspiration of its fellowship, seems to take 
the place of Jesus Christ.” 

Their faith is not in Christ, but in their surrender. 
Their salvation is not something that Christ had done 
for them, but in something they have done. Their sur- 
render is not to God, but to the Supreme Will of the 


group. 


CLASS CONSCIOUS 


3. Its hypocrisy—tin several different areas, M.R.A. 
is hypocritical. While proclaiming that it is classless, 
and denouncing Communism as being class-conscious, 
M.R.A. has consistently worked among the rich and 
influential. In fact, one ex-M.R.A. adherent said, “It 
is the most class-conscious group I’ve ever known.” 

Financially, the entire movement supposedly op- 
erates on “faith.” No salaries are paid to workers, and 
Buchman himself has never been salaried. However, 
M.R.A. leaders are amply provided for by free-will 
contributions. Anyone who responds to a newspaper 
ad is promptly informed about his financial obligations 
to the Cause. And while not asking openly for money, 
it is possible for an M.R.A. leader to tell the son of a 
wealthy financier, that M.R.A. had guidance from the 
Spirit that he would give a substantial amount of money 
to the movement. 

Operationally, M.R.A. works as a team. There are 
no officers, for it is “an organism, not an organiza- 
tion.” Actually, it is a dictatorship, with orders coming 
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down from above by means of subtle psychological 
suggestion. And because the M.R.A. devotee is 
trained to submit to the Superior Will, he “meditates” 
and the “Spirit” gives him the same idea that the 
M.R.A. leaders had. 

4. Its dishonesty—The first “Absolute” is honesty, 
yet M.R.A. has often been accused of dishonesty. Re- 
cently in England, the group advertised a quotation 
taken from The Times of India endorsing the work of 
M.R.A. Upon investigation, it was discovered that 
M.R.A. was merely quoting an ad that they had placed 
in the Indian paper. 

According to their list of endorsements, it would 
seem that the world leaders have all acknowledged 
that M.R.A. is the only answer. But if you were a world 
leader and were asked: “Do you believe in the aims of 
M.R.A.—honesty, purity, unselfishness and love?” 
what would you say? Most of the endorsers know very 
little about M.R.A. 

M.R.A. takes credit for solving all the world’s crises 
and even some crises that the world never had. When 
M.R.A. went to the Congo, it claimed that it had set- 
tled the problems of Little Rock, and it boldly takes 
credit for keeping Japan and India from going Com- 
munist. 

Though M.R.A. often publicizes the support of in- 
dividual Roman Catholics, the Vatican itself has for- 
bidden Roman Catholic priests and nuns to participate 

(Continued on page 30) 








On the day a burglar alarm was installed in the box office of the 
village theater, a gunman poked a pistol through the wind and 
demanded all the cash. The cashier pressed her foot to the alarm 
pedal. Her telephone rang. The gunman grabbed it, lifted the 
receiver and heard an annoyed voice say: “This is the police depart- 
ment, Miss. Will you kindly remove your foot from the pedal that 
rings the alarm over here.” . 

That is the way the world receives the message of salvation and the 
call to repentance. “Flee from the wrath to come,” the church cries. 
An annoyed world says, “Please take your foot off the alarm pedal.” 
And, unfortunately, theirs is the eternal loss. 











CHRISTIANS ON 


Chinese nationalist wears gas mask to prevent identifi- 
cation while on sentry duty. Otherwise Red Chinese on 
mainiand would recognize him through long-range 
binoculars and seize his relatives who are still under 
Communist rule. 


By LARRY WARD 


Vice president and director of informational 
services, World Vision, Inc. 


SE 


HE world has had many “trouble spots” in the 
past two years. Sudden crises have catapulted 
countries such as Laos, Algeria and Ethiopia into 
the headlines, and have caused the world to focus 
with new interest on well-known cities such as Berlin, 
Beirut, Saigon, Seoul and Tokyo. 
But in the narrow waters between mainland China 
and relatively tiny Formosa lies a small island complex 
which for more than two years has been more than 
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a trouble spot. It has been continuously in a state of 
war. 
These 14 little islands, known by two names— 
either as Kinmen (“Golden Gate”) or Quemoy— 
flared into international news prominence on August 
23, 1958. On that day, after previous minor incidents 
over a period of many months, the big guns on the 
Red China mainland and Communist-held Amoy Is- 
land began to boom. Within two hours, over 55,000 
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rounds of ammunition had pounded onto these tiny 
islands. 

Since that fateful day, Quemoy has been in a con- 
stant state of war. To be sure, after a few weeks of 
heavy bombardment the Communists settled down to 
the curious practice of firing only on odd-numbered 
days to make this one of the strangest of man’s wars 
with man. But war it still is, grim and frightening 
and very real to the 41,000 civilian inhabitants of the 
islands. All told, over 800,000 rounds of ammunition 
have been fired on Quemoy and its sister island to the 
north, Matsu; and at least 496 people have been 
killed. 

I spent a never-to-be-forgotten day there in late 
1960. On the day before, the Communists had fired 





Larry Ward stands in front of one of the churches on beleaguered 
Quemoy. Churches maintain a full slate of church activities despite 
every other day bombings. 


147 times, and I learned later that they fired over 200 
times the day after I was there. 

As I traveled around the largest island, “Big 
Quemoy,” as it is known, my heart went out to those 
who live there in the very shadow of death. Soon I 
would be on my way back to the safety of Formosa, 
but these people would stay. They would be here 
tomorrow, waking up in the morning to the grim 
realization that this was an odd-numbered day—that 
soon the big guns would boom. And after this day had 
come and gone, there would be the all-too-short par- 
enthesis of peace for another day while the guns were 
silent . . . and then another day when they would roar 
again. Too, these people never know when this on- 
again, off-again shooting schedule will be disrupted— 
when the full might of Communist China may reach 
out across these narrow straits in an effort to crush 
their little island garrison. 

I would soon be going back. But these people would 
stay. And so my heart went out to them. 
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I felt something of the desperate character of their : 
predicament as I stood in a Chinese Nationalist army 
observation post, looking through powerful telescopes 
into the open mouths of big Chinese guns. 

I realized what a tiny moat that little strip of water 
is as it separates the slave world and the free, and this 
came home to me with new force as I looked at the 
huge loudspeakers that span it easily with propa- 
ganda broadcasts. 

And as I listened to a little story they told me, I 
think I understood something of what it is that drives 
a desperate refugee to make a mad dash to freedom 
across this narrow waterway, even though he knows 
it is under constant surveillance and that he is inviting 
death. 

This is the story they told me, in its stark simplicity: - 
not long before I arrived on Quemoy, a woman eight- 
months pregnant defected there from Communist-held 
Amoy, escaping with her husband in a little sampan. 
Dr. Roger Heald of the Taiwan Sanitarium of the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church happened to be on 


‘Quemoy and was able to treat her, but he asked the 


obvious question—why had she risked her life and 
that of her unborn child fleeing here at this stage of 
her pregnancy? 

Her simple answer spoke volumes: “I want to keep 
my baby. This will be my fifth child. They (the Com- 
munists) have taken all four children.” Charging that 
the Communists take all babies at the age of eight 
months and raise them in commune nurseries, she 
added quietly but grimly: “J must keep this one to 
myself.” 

I thought of that story as I trained my binoculars 
on the mainland colossus of Red China. I thought of 
the 670 million people there who need Christ so 
desperately but have so little opportunity to hear of 
His love and grace, and with Xavier of old, as he 


looked upon this land . . . the Cathay of his day, 
as closed to the Gospel then as it is now . . . my heart 
cried out, “Oh rock, rock—when wilt thou open to 
my Lord?” 


And as I did so, I remembered again why I had 
come to Quemoy. I had been told there were several 
little churches here, and I was anxious to visit them 
if it could be arranged. With me was Hans Wilhelm, 
a missionary with Orient Crusades who is also an ac- 
credited correspondent, and together—with the help 
of two young Chinese captains assigned to us—we 
sought them out. 

We knew there would probably be only a handful 
of believers here, but we realized that however many 
or few, they were part of the body of Christ . . . out 
here on Quemoy . . . and that when part of the Body 


(Continued on page 31) 


11 











THE BEATITUDES—VII 
Another illuminating biblical article in 
this warmly devotional series. 


By WILLIAM FITCH 


HAT is the chief end of man?” asks the Shorter 

Catechism and answers: “Man’s chief end is to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.” And when 
our Lord proclaimed the Sixth Beatitude, “Blessed 
are the pure in heart; for they shall see God,” He gave 
His perfect commentary on the Catechism’s question 
and answer. Only they who “see God” can ever hope 
to “glorify God.” 


But what is purity of heart? How can I obtain such 


purity? And in what measure may my heart be made 
pure? In what sense may I really “see God?” These 
are all vital questions. It is to the discussion of such 
tremendous matters that the Sixth Beatitude invites 
us. 

What is purity of heart? 

Purity is not innocence. It is much more. Purity is 
not the outward correctness of formal behaviour such 
as the Pharisees were contented with. They cultivated 
a species of external ceremonialism or mere outward 
holiness. But our Lord in the most devastating way 
exposed their hypocrisy. “You make clean the outside 
of the cup; but within it is full of extortion and dis- 
ease.” 

Nor is purity any form of reformation of the natural 
man. True purity is an affair of the heart, obtained 
only through the mercy of God in Jesus Christ His 
Son, and wrought out by the Holy Ghost. 


The author is minister of Knox Presbyterian Church, 
Toronto, Canada, and well known for his lucid Bible 
expositions. 


are the pure 


blessed 







The heart must be pure. It is on the heart that our 
Lord concentrates. True religion is an affair of the 
heart and not of the head. The vision of God is not 
granted to the intellect only. It is the pure in heart 
who see God. Not that our Lord wasn’t supremely 
interested in men’s minds. He was. He said: “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all 
thy strength.” We only serve God fully when we do 
so with all the strength of our mind. Intellectual ap- 
prehension of Christian truth is absolutely vital. The 
understanding of God’s law and of the great facts of 
the gospel is all-important. But it is so easy for us to 
imagine that by giving an intellectual assent to the 
faith or to certain propositions of the faith, we are 
thereby members of the body of Jesus Christ. 

Quite recently a man said to me: “I accept all the 
statements of the Apostles’ Creed; isn’t that enough 
for salvation?” I had to tell him that it was not enough. 
I had to show him that only as the truth of the gospel 
is embraced and lived out in terms of total involve- 
ment of personality could he really be considered a 
true disciple of Jesus Christ. 

It is all too possible for us to make intellectual as- 
sent to the truths of the Bible, all too possible for us 
to be utterly orthodox, and yet have a heart untouched 
by saving grace. “Blessed are the pure in heart.” 
God requires “truth in the inward parts.” When our 
Lord speaks of the heart of man He includes every 
branch of personality—mind, affection, conscience, will 
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and understanding. The heart is the vital center of 
man’s being and personality, the fons et origo of every 
action and attitude. The heart is therefore the synonym 
of the total man. When our Lord spoke of the nature 
of sin He said: “Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies”; and He constantly stressed that all these 
terrible things had their rise in what He called “the 
heart.” The heart is the citadel of personality and 
deep down at the very base thereof there must be an 
absolute and sovereign work of divine grace if ever 
God is to be known and the heart blessed. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart.” It is for this kind 
of heart that Wesley cries: 
“O for a heart to praise my God, 
A heart from sin set free; 
A heart that always feels Thy blood 
So freely shed for me; 


“A heart in every thought renewed, 
And full of love divine, 
Perfect, and right, and pure, and good, 
A copy, Lord, of Thine!” 
But even as he prays for such a heart from sin set 
free, he realizes this cannot happen without the special 
ministry of divine grace and so he goes on to plead: 
“Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart; 
Come quickly from above; 
Write Thy new name upon my heart, 
Thy now, best name of love.” 


In other words, the heart must be absolutely trans- 
formed. It must be cleansed and renewed and united 
to fear God. Only to those who are made thus pure 
in heart will God become a living bright reality, a 
gracious and merciful and sovereign Father. 


HOW CAN IT BE? 


But how can this be? How may the unclean heart 
be cleansed and made holy as God is holy? If the 
vision of God is granted only to those who are “pure 
in heart,” how then can I ever see Him, I who am so 
impure, so vile, so deceitful and untrue? 

The answer is by the operation of the Holy Spirit 
and it is this operation that we have seen outlined 
in the preceding Beatitudes. The Beatitudes are links 
in a golden chain. Each opens the way for the next. 
Nothing is accidental or fortuitous in the arrangement. 
Every grace that is emphasized in the Beatitudes ought 
to be found in every Christian. Indeed no man is 
truly Christian in whom these graces are not in some 
measure revealed. This means that the Sixth Beatitude 
which we are now studying is a crystallization of all 
that has gone before. Or, to put it in another way, 
purity of heart is the inevitable outcome of all the 
graces and gifts which have already been called 
blessed. 
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In His great ministry of renewing the heart, the ° 
Holy Spirit first brings a man to’ realize his total 
bankruptcy in the sight of God. He makes him “poor — 
in spirit.” He shows him that he has no righteousness 
of his own, that he is indeed poor and blind and 
naked in the sight of God. When this happens the 
Holy Spirit then grants the grace of true penitence. 
“Blessed are they that mourn.” This is the work of 
conviction. And it is a great day in the spiritual history 
of any man when at the deepest levels of his being he 
really begins to sorrow over his sinful estate. Only 
then is this man ready to do what God requires. When 
God says: “I will meet you at the cross”, he immedi- 
ately endeavors to find his way there. He is submissive 
under the mighty hand of God and God declares that 
the man who has become meek in this way will inherit - 
the earth. It is to such a man that the gospel can be 
preached, the gospel of a righteousness that God 
will accept, even the righteousness of the only be- 
gotten Son of God. The Holy Spirit leads the heart of 
such a man to desire this righteousness and makes 
him to hunger and to thirst after it; and in all this 
ministry God is working to create a clean heart and to 
renew a right spirit within him. For God’s goal is a 
people purified and holy. 


THE MIRACLE OF CLEANSING 


Therefore the Holy Spirit works in these : blime 
and sovereign and saving ways. There can be no 
purity of heart until we are delivered from all false 
confidences, all vain hopes, all empty pride, ail earth- 
bound ambition. Only thus is purity of heart achieved. 
Any man who has suffered the Holy Spirit to outwork 
this divine ministry within his heart is a renewed man. 
He is born again of incorruptible seed. He is united by 
saving faith to a Holy Christ. He is sprinkled with the 
precious blood of Christ. The mercy and compassion of 
His Lord begin to express themselves through him. He 
has obtained mercy; therefore he is merciful. The 
expulsive power of new affections casts down the evil 
imaginations that have so long reigned within his 
spirit. He walks in the light as God is in the light and 
knows the miracle of “the blood of Jesus Christ con- 
tinually cleansing him from all sin.” 

All this is the work of the Holy Spirit. This is the 
miracle of regeneration. And this is the quality of 
work that every true minister of the gospel should 
covet. Too long have we been content in our time 
with easy and effortless decisions. Too seldom do we 
remember the true New Testament pattern of con- 
version. How many of us have ever known a soul 
under deep conviction of the Holy Ghost? How many 
of us yearn for that inward and passionate purity of 
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holiness which is the very life of God in Jesus Christ? 
The great periods of quickening that God has 
graciously granted the church have always been 
marked by new demonstrations of a deep and abiding 
work of the Holy Ghost, resulting in absolute trans- 
formation of personalities and the creation of a 
cleansed and reinvigorated society. 

God is still prepared to do that. He has made every 
provision for the cleansing of our heart. He has opened 
a fountain for sin and for uncleanness in the house of 
David. He has given us His promise: “If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” To such 








“Tummy Ache.” In Antwerp, when Atda, the zoo’s biggest elephant, 
died of intestinal ble, an autopsy revealed that her stomach con- 





tained 1,706 peanuts, 198 cheese, ham, and other kinds of sandwiches, 
1,330 pieces of candy, seven ice-cream cones, 811 biscuits, 17 apples, 
198 pieces of orange, 891 lumps of bread, one small savage, 13 wads 
of paper, three bags, one white glove, one shoestring, for a total un- 
digested weight of 127 pounds. 

There is many a Christian whose spiritual life is filled with in- 
testinal trouble. A spiritual autopsy would show that the average 
week contained four and a half hours of drama and tragedy on tele- 
vision, seven times 30 minutes a day reading the unnecessary parts 
of the newspaper, including 15 minutes of comic strip reading, three 
hours of gossipy conversation on the telephone about trivialities, 
three hours and 20 minutes of reading the book of the month, six 
hours of unadulterated day-dreaming, broken down into four hours 
of imagining great romance and two hours of great success, four 
hours of reading fiction in magazines and eight hours of useless 
chattering here and there, and seven hours of zealously working in 
activities, sometimes religious, that were not worth starting in the 
first place, for a total of 39 hours and 20 minutes of indigestible ac- 
tivities that impeded the proper functioning of spiritual life. Another 
symptom was that the patient complained that there simply was no 
time for Bible study. 
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amazing grace there is only one right response. This! 
“One thing I of the Lord desire, 
For all my way hath miry been: 
Be it by water or by fire, 
O make me clean! 


“So, wash Thou me without, within; 
Or purge with fire, if that must be; 
No matter how, if only sin 
Die out in me.” 
Never has this prayer been offered without God an- 
swering in the gift of clearer vision of Himself and 
His everlasting love and providence. “Blessed are the 
pure in heart for they shall see God.” 
Our Beatitude raises another question. In what 
sense may I see God? 


HOW MAY I SEE GOD? 


This is a question that has been greatly debated 
through the centuries. Many of the early Fathers were 
deeply exercised over this and discussed it constantly. 
What is the vision of God? What does our Savior really 
mean when He says “They shall see God”? 

When Paul writes to the Corinthians, he says: “Now 
we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall I know even as 
also I am known.” In this verse the words ‘see’ and 
‘know’ are obviously synonymous. One naturally as- 
sumes therefore that when our Lord speaks of the 
blessedness of “seeing God,” He is describing the ex- 
perience of “knowing God.” 

John, the beloved disciple, concludes the prologue 
to his gospel in these words: “No man hath seen God 
at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” And 
at the very beginning of the gospel he tells us that 
from before the first of time God longed to make this 
declaration. “In the beginning was the Word.” That 
means that from all eternity God longed to communi- 
cate Himself. In the very nature of God there is desire 
to impart Himself. God longs to speak and does speak. 
He does so in order that man might know Him, might 
walk with Him and talk with Him, might enter into 
the deepest fellowship of communion with the Lord 
his God. Surely this is what is signified in principle 
when our Savior says—“Blessed are the pure in heart 
for they shall see God.” 

To see God is to know God, to enjoy His presence, 
to enter into communion in mind and heart and will 
with Him. It is into this mystic fellowship that the pure 
in heart are brought. They know God. Their lives are 
lived out in the light of His holy love. The deepest 
secrets of life are shared with Him. God speaks with 
them as a man speaks with his friend. It is to this ex- 
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If you don’t want to be disturbed, don’t read this. By E. MARGARET CLARKSON _ 


I LIKE NON-CHRISTIANS. 

I know, of course, that Christians are supposed to exemplify 
all that is highest and best in this world, and that non-Christians 
can’t possibly have anything worthwhile that we haven’t got. And 
yet I keep finding myself wanting to get to know them, for it 
seems to me that so often they have something that we all too 
frequently lack. 

Non-Christians many times have happier homes than Chris- 
tians. They are not ashamed to lavish on each other the devotion 
that we Christians spend on our religious enterprises. Of course, 
we must be prepared to sacrifice for the cause of Christ; and if 
we don’t have time for much real family life, I suppose it’s all 
right. But I can’t help wondering sometimes if a little more time 
spent in building truly Christian homes might not pay greater 
dividends for the Kingdom in the end than some of the other 
things in which we invest our time and energy. So often our 
homes are just the rather poorly-kept stopping-places where we 
eat and sleep in between our mad rushes from work to meetings 
and back again. I suppose it’s just a rather quaint idea of my own 
that God can be glorified in well-ordered, well-kept homes where 
Christian families live together in fellowship and love and har- 


Miss Clarkson is a public school teacher in Toronto and author of “Susie’s Babies” 


(Eerdman’s). 
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mony. It’s probably much more important that we go 
to five or six meetings a week, parents and children 
rushing off in different directions most of the time. 
Non-Christians frequently have happier children than 
Christians, too. They aren’t so busy trying to cram their 
youngsters full of the gospel that they never have time 
to get acquainted with them as individuals. They make 
their children the focal point of their lives, and often 
the children grow up to be really close friends with 
their parents. It must be nice to live in homes where 
there is a unity of spirit like that. Of course, Christ 
is supposed to be the center of our lives, and rightly 
so; but I sometimes wonder if God really wants 
to have so many lonely, half-starved, little semi- 
orphans in His flock. For so many youngsters of 
Christian homes are little more than just that. 


SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY 


Non-Christians frequently make more satisfactory 
employees than Christians. Maybe it’s because they 
live only for themselves, rather than for Christ and 
His Kingdom, but they often work harder and more 
whole-heartedly than we do. They’re sometimes more 
conscientious, too. I suppose it’s because they’re not 
always thinking about how they are going to get 
through their work and still have time and energy to 
do all the Christian work we have to do in our spare 
time. 

I think non-Christians may make better employers, 
too. They often have a deeper sense of responsibility 
towards those who work for them, and a more genuine 
concern for their welfare. Of course, they know that 
you’re working for them, and they usually do their 
utmost to deserve and to appreciate your best service. 
I suppose it’s different when the boss knows you're 
really working for the Lord. He thinks he can treat 
you any old way, and it’s still all right; because you’re 
not really working for him; anyway, you have higher 
loyalties. 

Non-Christians are often more ethical than Chris- 
tians. It must be because most of them think that they 
are working their way to Heaven, and they can’t afford 
to be slipshod in their ethics the way they could if 
they knew that their sins were forgiven. It’s a funny 
thing how non-Christians can hear a liberal sermon 
about being good and doing right, and go out and put 
it into practice, while Christians who would scorn to 
swallow such milk-and-water theology can listen night 
after night to real Bible teaching and then go home 
and crib on their income tax papers. But of course, 
the Bible doesn’t actually have much to say about 
income tax papers, does it? 


Non-Christians often seem to be more intelligent 
than Christians. It’s not that they really have any more 
brains than we have, but I think that they use them 
more. They’re inclined to think things through more 
than we are, and not to accept ideas and standards 
simply because everyone else in their crowd does. If a 
non-Christian doesn’t drink or gamble, chances are 
that he can give you a good reason for it. And non- 
Christians are not afraid to read and go to lectures 
and discuss world problems and know what their 
public men stand for. Of course, we’re just pilgrims 
and strangers on earth, and our hearts and minds are 
fixed on higher things. But I can’t help wishing, some- 
times, that I had more Christian friends who were 
interested in good music, good books, art, education, 
and current cultural and civic affairs. Non-Christians’ 
conversations can be so stimulating! 

Non-Christians seem to get a lot of very real pleasure 
out of this world in which we live. They love to camp 
and hike and swim and fish and skate and sit and 
meditate and enjoy God’s great outdoors, even if they 
don’t pay any attention to the One who made these 
delights. They often know more about stars and birds 
and flowers and rocks and trees and natural wonders 
than we do. We seem to be so busy doing God’s work 
that we don’t have time to observe His handiwork and 
worship the Creator. God’s work is all-important, I 
know; but sometimes I wonder if we aren’t missing 
something worthwhile that God meant us to have. 


SENSE OF HUMOR 


Non-Christians usually have plenty of good clean 
fun in their lives. I don’t mean the kind of fun asso- 
ciated with shady stories, which we so often think is 
the only kind of fun they know, but real, honest-to- 
goodness fun, springing from a healthy, bubbling, 
spontaneous sense of humor. I sometimes wonder if 
God might not have meant all of us to enjoy such 
good comradeship and fellowship; but so often in 
Christian circles anyone who has too lively a sense 
of humor is considered to be, well, just not too “spir- 
itual.” Spiritual health is the most important thing in 
the world for all of us, of course; but maybe some 
of us Christians might find that we would have better 
emotional and mental and physical health if we just let 
go now and again and laughed a little more. And it’s 
just possible that our spirituality might be more attrac- 
tive to non-Christians, too. 

I like non-Christians. I enjoy their company. I am 
always glad when I make another non-Christian friend. 
Of course, I pray for them, and do all in my power 
to win them to Christ. But I sometimes wonder: When 

(Continued on page 31) 
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“Tt is the sanctity of life that validates the death penalty for murder.” 


The Old and the New Testaments demand 
there be a death penalty. By John Murray 


MMEDIATELY after the Flood, God made a cove- 
nant with Noah, and in His grace set up three en- 
during institutions—for the propagation of life (Gen. 
9:1, 7), for the sustenance of life (Gen. 8:22; 9:2b, 
3), and for the protection of life (Gen. 9:2a, 5, 6). 
The third of these, the protection of life, pertains to 
our subject of capital punishment. “And the fear of 
you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast 
of the earth, and upon every fowl of the heavens. . 
And surely your blood for your souls will I require; 
at the hand of every beast will I require it; and at 
the hand of man, at the hand of every man’s brother 
will I require the life of man. Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image 
of God made he man” (Gen. 9:2a, 5, 6). 

The main question in this passage is whether the 
clause, “by man shall his blood be shed” is a statement 
of fact or a command. As far as the construction of the 
sentence is concerned, it could be either. If it is simply 
a statement of fact, it means that divine retribution 
will sooner or later catch up with the murderer. God’s 
providence will insure this outcome even though the 
é4uman agent of execution will not necessarily be 
prompted by the motive or intent of bringing to effect 
the divine law of retribution. 

However, stronger considerations favor the other in- 
terpretation, namely, that this passage gives man a 
charge to execute the death penalty. 

(1) The terms of the text, “at the hand of man, at 
the hand of man’s brother will I require the life of 
man,” point definitely to a requirement laid upon the 
man’s brother, that is to say, that God will require 
the retribution to be executed by another who is 
called the man’s brother. 

(2) The final clause in verse 6, “for in the image 
of God made he man,” when taken in conjunction 
with the requirements expressed in verse 5 provides 
the reason why man is to inflict the death penalty 
upon the murderer. 


The author is professor of systematic theology at West- 
minster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia. He is the 
author of “Principles of Conduct,” (Eerdmans), from 
which this article is abridged with permission. 
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(3) The later provisions of the Pentateuch require 
that the murderer be put to death and that he be put 
to death at the hand of the avenger of blood (cf. 
Num. 35:16-21). 

Therefore, it would be quite contrary to the analogy 
of Scripture, as well as to the natural force of the 
whole passage to regard Genesis 9:6 as anything 
else than a charge given to man to execute the death 
penalty. Murder is in a different category from other 
crimes for which the Pentateuch requires the death 
penalty. In addition, the time and the circumstances 
under which God instituted the death penalty are 
different. 

The sixth commandment “Thou shalt not kill” is 
based upon the sanctity of life. Currently, the trans- 
lation “Thou shalt not kill” needs to be guarded against 
misinterpretation. The commandment does not prohibit 
the putting to death of another, as our word “kill” 
might suggest. The term used in the commandment 
is the specific one to denote murder. What is in 
view in the prohibition is violent, willful, malicious 
assault upon the life of another. The Mosaic revelation, 
which had the decalogue at its center, prescribed the 
death penalty for a great many offenses, and the sixth 
commandment could never have been understood as 
prohibiting the infliction of death as retribution for 
certain sins. Any argument against capital punishment 
based upon the sixth commandment does not have 
even the semblance of plausibility; it could be used 
only by those who abstract the sixth commandment 
from the total context in which it appears. It is the 
sanctity of human life that underlies the sixth command- 
ment. And it is that same sanctity that grounds capital 
punishment. 

In the light of these principles it is strange that some 
evangelicals deny the implications of the biblical teach- 
ing that the powers that be are ordained of God to bear 
the sword and execute wrath upon evildoers (cf. Rom. 
13:1-7; I Pet. 2:13-17). 

God appoints agents who are the instruments in the 
execution of His wrath. Oftentimes, indeed, He ordains 
instruments for the execution of His wrath who unholily 
and wickedly fulfill His holy and righteous purpose 
(cf. Isa. 10:5-14). But God also appoints ministers for 
the execution of punishment, and they are obliged to 
put the penalty into effect. It is this kind of appointment 
that the civil magistrate has received; he is responsibly 
the minister of God. He is not only the means decreed 

(Continued on page 23) 
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“Capital punishment should be administered whenever justice requires it,” 


We should dispense justice and not abolish 
the death penalty. By Edward J. Carnell 


yawn the question of capital punishment poses 

many difficulties, a Christian can be certain 
about a few things. In Romans 13, where the Apostle 
Paul develops the relation between church and state, 
the civil magistrate is given clear title to the use of 
the sword: “He does not bear the sword in vain” (v. 
4). The sword refers to the power of life and death; 
it is “borne as the symbol of the magistrate’s right to 
inflict capital punishment” (Vincent, Word Studies 
in the New Testament). 

Nor is this all. The Apostle Paul says that the civil 
magistrate “is the servant of God to execute his 
wrath on the wrongdoer” (ibid.). This teaching di- 
rectly opposes the oft-defended idea that the end of 
civil penalty is merely the reformation of the offender. 
Says Calvin, “This is a remarkable passage for the pur- 
pose of proving the right of the sword; for if the Lord, 
by arming the magistrate, has also committed to him 
the use of the sword, whenever he visits the guilty 
with death, by executing God’s vengeance, he obeys 
his commands. Contend then do they with God who 
think it unlawful to shed the blood of wicked men.” 

Many critics of capital punishment-—generally paci- 
fists—rest their appeal on Jesus’ command that we 
should turn the cheek, love our enemies, and never 
resist evil. But this appeal is irrelevant, for Jesus is 
speaking about personal, not official, conduct. The 
civil magistrate, let us remember, is an officer. More- 
over, if the taking of life were intrinsically wrong, we 
would have to abolish the police force, the F.B.I., and 
all other law-enforcement agencies which rely on the 
power of the sword for the just execution of their 
duties. This would spell the end of a decent society. 

Other critics of capital punishment argue that the 
taking of life is vindictive rather than remedial, re- 
taliatory rather than preventive. But they argue from 
an assumption which attacks the very essence of civil 
law. Civil law is instituted for two purposes: to issue 
prohibitions and to punish transgressors. For example, 
it is unlawful to strike a federal officer or to contrib- 
ute to the delinquency of a minor. Whoever commits 
one of these acts is liable to punishment. The same 


The author is professor of ethics and philosophy of 
religion at Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena. He is 
the author of “The Kingdom of Love and the Pride of 
Life” (Eerdmans). 
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would apply to crimes which justly incur the death 
sentence. 

Justice, let us remember, is the first concern of law. 
All other concerns are subordinate and derivative. 
We should do all we can to make our penal insti- 
tutions humane; we should see that ex-convicts are 
welcomed back into society. But humanitarian efforts 
must respect justice. Otherwise we undermine exist- 
ing judicial procedures. A civil law society maintains 
elaborate court systems for one reason: to acquit the 
innocent and to punish the guilty. 

A Christian should have little difficulty grasping 
this, for his own salvation rests upon a public act of 
legal punishment. Christ did not die merely to set a 
moral example. He died to propitiate divine justice. 
“Tt was the will of the Lord to bruise him” (Isa. 53: 
10). “This was to show God’s righteousness, be- 
cause in his divine forebearance he had passed over 
former sins; it was to prove at the present time that he 
himself is righteous and that he justifies him who has 
faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:25-26). 

But when should capital punishment be admin- 
istered? There is really only one way in which a con- 
sistent Christian can answer this question. Capital 
punishment should be administered whenever justice 
requires it. 

But this is not quite the end of the matter. As 
Christians we must join a responsible citizenry in ap- 
plying the principle of justice to problems which 
plague law-makers and bewilder jurors. And high 
among such questions is whether premeditated first- 
degree murder should automatically carry the death 
sentence. 

Many Christians would say that the answer is self- 
evident. They merely cite Genesis 9:6: “Whoever 
sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be 
shed; for God made man in his own image.” Since 
this precept dates from early biblical times, it appears 
to be a “creation” ordinance which is binding on all 
ages. The Mosaic law refined this precept of distin- 
guishing between accidental and premeditated killing. 
Cities of refuge were provided for those who acci- 
dentally slew a neighbor. (See Deuteronomy 19:1-13, 
for example.) Since deliberate murder always carried 
the death penalty, it would seem that the Old Testa- 
ment bequeaths an immutable principle of justice: a 
life for a life. 

But the question cannot be settled quite so easily, 
for careful examination shows that the Old Testa- 
ment did not follow a consistent approach to capital 
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punishment—at least not when we judge by modern 
standards. A son was put to death if he cursed his 
father or mother (Exod. 20:17); but if a man struck 
and killed his slave, male or female, he was merely 
punished (v. 20). If a man lay with a beast, he was 
put to death (Exod. 22:19); but if he raped a virgin, 
he either married the girl or paid a sum of money (vv. 
16-17). Examples of this kind could be multiplied. 
Where, then, is the immutable principle, a life for a 
life? 

Such inconsistencies have convinced many Chris- 
tians that the only permanent judicial elements in the 
Old Testament are the Ten Commandments and the 
rules concerning love and social justice. These elements 
are permanent, while the life-for-life precept is not, 
because the New Testament ratifies them. It would 
follow, on this position, that there is no specific bibli- 
cal evidence to prove that premeditated first-degree 
murder must automatically carry the death penalty. 

But this debate about the permanent elements in 
the Old Testament does not alter the fact that most 
Christians, down deep in their hearts, believe that 
calculated, cold-blooded murder calls for the death 
penalty. Hence, the spirit of Genesis 9:6 triumphs, 
despite all. 

In any case, Christians would slight a clearly re- 











A little girl took scissors and cut large chunks out of her long hair. 
Sometime later she walked into the room where her mother was. 
The mother said in anguish “O baby! you have cut your hair!” The 
child gaped in astonishment and said, “But how did you know, 
mummy? | hid it very carefully in the wastebasket.” 

Multitudes are as foolish about their sins as the little girl was 
about her hair. When we cut into our righteousness we may attempt 
te hide the sins, but the empty places show and will be fully revealed 
at the judgment. 


vealed teaching if they crusaded for a total abolition 
of capital punishment, for God has authorized the 
civil magistrate to use the sword against evildoers. 
Even common sense tells us that certain crimes must 
be severely dealt with: treason in time of war, con- 
spiracy to kill an officer of the law, multiple murder, 
or a crime against humanity. 

As for treason in time of war or conspiracy to kill 
an officer of the law, the health and well-being of 
society would seem to require capital punishment. In 
such cases the base for justice is the collective security 
of the group, rather than the spiritual dignity of the 
individual. 

As for multiple murder or a crime against society, 
the very heinousness of such transgressions stirs up a 
sense of judicial horror which can only be appeased 
by capital punishment. For example, take the case 
of Harvey Glatman who attacked, photographed, and 
then strangled three young women in Southern Cali- 
fornia. When Glatman was convicted, the court said, 
“There are some crimes so revolting that the only 
proper punishment is the death penalty.” Replied 
Glatman, “I think my actions justify that. I knew this 
is the way it would be.” 

Christians should not be deceived by secular argu- 
ments which fail to respect the relationship between 
civil penalty and justice. It is asserted, for example, 
that capital punishment does not deter others from 
committing murder. This assertion, if true, is beside 
the point. The point is justice, not deterrence. We do 
not imprison a car thief to deter others—at least this 
is not the primary purpose. The primary purpose is 
justice. Deterrence is a derivative element in civil law. 

Other objections to capital punishment are equally 
beside the point, though for quite a different reason. 
Abolitionists often point to the fact (a) that wealthy 
people are rarely executed, (b) that minority groups 
are discriminated against, (c) that clemency is shown 
toward women, especially pretty ones, and (d) that 
justice at times miscarries and innocent persons are 
executed. These are serious points, but they do not 
specifically touch the question of capital punishment. 
Rather, they point to the residue of unavoidable trag- 
edy which attends our present judicial system. Wealthy 
people can hire expert counsel to defend themselves 
against any charge; and juries will be vulnerable to 
prejudice regardless what crime is being tried. 

It is a grim fact, and no amount of Christian hand- 
wringing will change a line of it, that lawyers are 
often more anxious to win a case than they are to pro- 
mote justice. Moreover, jurors are seldom convinced 
that civil penalties symbolize the divine wrath against 
evildoers. Jurors become emotionally involved with 

(Continued on page 32) 
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“Jesus calls the Christian to a higher ethic than the law of retaliation.” 


Does capital punishment fulfill the New 
Testament law of love? By Arnold B. Rhodes 


Fo the Christian the center of all theology and 
ethics must be Jesus Christ. Therefore, in the 
consideration of capital punishment Jesus’ own au- 
thority and method of biblical interpretation are to be 
taken seriously. While He came to fulfill the Law 
and the Prophets (Matt. 5:17), He did so by sup- 
porting their ultimate purpose. He did not necessarily 
support for all time the exact form in which they were 
couched at a given moment of history. For example, 
He said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, 
Do not resist one who is evil . . .” (Matt. 5:38-39). 
Jesus’ reference is not to some rabbinical interpre- 
tation of the Law, but to the Law itself thrice re- 
peated (Exod. 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21). 

The real intent of this law in Israel was to prevent 
unlimited retaliation and to serve as a guide in fixing 
a penalty related to the crime committed. It would be 
unfair to say that Jesus desired to have the state 
abolish all penalties for crimes, for He was speaking 
primarily about the disciple in His personal relations. 
However, it would be equally unfair to say that His 
ethic of love is unrelated to the treatment of criminals 
by the state. If Jesus had not meant to change any- 
thing, there would be no point to His contrast. 

All justice should be pervaded by a concern for 
redemption of the criminal. The chief point here, 
however, is that Jesus calls the Christian to a higher 
ethic than the law of retaliation. 

Furthermore, He maintained that some things in 
Scripture are more important than others (Matt. 23: 
23-24). When the Pharisees tested Him concerning 
divorce, He appealed to Genesis 1:27 and 2:24 as 
being more basic than Deuteronomy 24:1-4 (Mark 
10:2-9). Finally, He summed up the Law and the 
Prophets in terms of the two great commandments 
(Deut. 6:5 and Lev. 19:18): 


You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This 
is the great and first commandment. And a second 
is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
On these two commandments depend all the law 
and the prophets (Matt. 22:37-40). 


The author is professor of Old Testament at Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He is the editor of 
“The Church Faces the Isms” (John Knox). This article is 
abridged by permission from a longer essay. 
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This statement is crucial for biblical ethics. Jesus 
puts theology, religion and ethics together in one in- 
dissoluble whole. “Love” must be defined in relation 
to Jesus’ own love as revealed in His obedience to the 
Father, in His life and in His death. “Neighbor” must 
be defined as in the parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:29-37). That is, no limit can be placed on 
the Christian’s neighborhood. The neighbor may even 
be an enemy (Matt. 5:43 ff.). Since “the Law and 
the Prophets” deal not only with so-called personal 
ethics, but also with the laws of the state, the ethic of 
love is relevant for all relationships of persons, groups, 
institutions and governments. Paul says, “The whole 
law is fulfilled in one word, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself?” (Gal. 5:14). And James calls 
this commandment “the royal law” (2:8). In fact, 
the ethic of the New Testament is the ethic of love, 
and it does not contradict the ethic of righteousness. 
The ethic of love is the ethic of righteousness. 

Specific New Testament passages are sometimes 
cited as having a special bearing on capital punish- 
ment. One of these is Matthew 5:21-22. However, 
Jesus does not say here whether he approves or dis- 
approves of capital punishment. He simply uses the 
historical fact of judgment upon murder as the oc- 
casion to warn his disciples against anger and con- 
tempt towards their brother, since anger and contempt 
are spiritual murder. Surely no one would maintain 
that Jesus was teaching that men should be put to 
death for angry feelings or contemptuous words. 

Another passage used to support capital punishment 
is Acts 25:11, in which Paul is defending himself 
before Festus: “If then I am a wrongdoer, and have 
committed anything for which I deserve to die, I do 
not seek to escape death. . . .” But Paul is operating 
within the context of Roman law, and according to 
Roman law he knows he does not deserve to die. He 
is not speaking about the rightness or wrongness of 
capital punishment. 

A third passage related to this subject is Romans 
13:1-7. Here Paul is saying that Christians as well 
as others are to be good citizens subject to the author- 
ity of the state. The state is appointed by God. In 
recognizing the necessity of government, Paul says 
the civil ruler “does not bear the sword in vain” (v. 
4). However, since the government is concerned with 
all kinds of crimes, the sword here represents the 
whole scope of governmental authority and is not con- 
fined to capital punishment. As a matter of fact, the 
sword was only one among many instruments of cap- 


21 








ital punishment in the Roman empire: crucifixion, 
burning, drowning in a sack, throwing over a cliff, 


sewing in a bag filled with snakes and throwing into 


the sea, casting to wild beasts, etc. Decapitation with 
the sword was primarily used on military personnel, 
though any condemned Roman citizen could request 
it. In any case, Paul does not tell us what he thinks of 
capital punishment. He certainly does not say or imply 
that any government is infallible or absolute. Peter 
implies that Christians have the responsibility of wit- 
nessing to the state concerning what they believe (I 
Pet. 3:13-17; 4: 14-19; cf. Acts 4:19-20). 

Although there are textual problems related to the 
account of the woman taken in adultery (John 8:1- 
11), it should be noted that Jesus did not approve 
her execution (cf. Lev. 20:10; Deut. 22:24). It 
should also be recalled that Hosea, even in the eighth 
century B.C., did not have his adulterous wife put to 
death. 


FULL BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE 


While Christ and the New Testament are pivotal in 
solving any problem, the Christian needs to examine 
the evidence from the Old Testament also, for only 
then can he get the full biblical perspective. 

According to the Old Testament capital punishment 
is stipulated for the following: murder, striking a 





The Christian has been put 
here in the world to represent 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He is to 
be like a sentry on guard duty 
—alone in the darkness of this 
world’s night. Woe to the Chris- 
tian who shirks this lonely 
place—lonely from the point of 
view of human contacts, but 
blessedly one with the presence 
of Christ who stands with us as 
we are on guard. Too many 
Christians huddle together in 
what they call “fellowship,” and 
thus they lose the sense of pur- 
pose which the Lord has pur- 
posed for us. The men of the 
Bible are characterized by the 
common factor of their loneli- 
ness. They walked alone—with 
God. 
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parent, kidnaping, cursing a parent, ox-goring, witch- 
craft, sacrifice to a strange god, copulation with ani- 
mals, adultery, sodomy, rape of a betrothed virgin, 
fornication by a priest’s daughter, impurity in a bride, 
human sacrifice, Sabbath breaking and the rebellious- 
ness of a son (including disobedience, gluttony and 
drunkenness ), et al. 

But even those who believe in capital punishment 
for murder do not desire to apply the capital penalty 
for all the crimes listed above. For example, what 
father would agree to stoning his daughter who was 
not a virgin at the time of her marriage? What mother 
would agree to the stoning of her rebellious son? How 
do we account for our attitude? Perhaps the love of 
Christ constrains us, and we know that fathers, 
mothers and society help to make sons and daughters 
what they are. Basically we know that Jesus and the 
writers of the New Testament did not apply Old Tes- 
tament laws in a mechanically literalistic manner. 
We know that revelation is adapted to the ability to 
receive it in the historical process. In Israel there 
were no prisons adequate to take care of the situ- 
ation as in our day. “An eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth” was better than unlimited vengeance. We 
stand in the light of the Incarnate Christ. We are as 
deeply concerned with the sanctity of human life as 
the Old Covenant people of God were, but we are 
called upon to express our concern in the light of the 
full revelation of God in Jesus Christ. 

On the basis of Genesis 9:4-6 some say that capital 
punishment may not be relaxed in the case of murder, 
even though it may be abolished for all other crimes. 
These verses are: 

Only you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its 

blood. For your lifeblood I will surely require a 

reckoning; of every beast I will require it and of 

man; of every man’s brother I will require the life 
of man. Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man 
shall his blood be shed; for God made man in his 


own image. 
It is claimed that the phrase “for God made man 


in his own image” places capital punishment for 
murder in an entirely different category from its exe- 
cution in all other cases. This is not necessarily true, 
however. The image of God in man is very infre- 
quently mentioned in specific words throughout the 
Bible, but the whole biblical revelation presupposes 
such a concept or its equivalent. Only man receives 
God’s revelation, and God’s image in man underlies 
the whole law. Furthermore, the context shows that 
capital punishment is expiatory in Genesis 9:4-6. 
According to the New Testament Christ’s death put 
an end to all sacrifice for sin (i.e., expiation). 

Without attempting to categorize Moses’ slaying 
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in God’s providence for the punishment 
of evildoers—something that may be 
said of every instrument, however bad, 
which executes the divine retribution— 
but he is God’s instituted, authorized 
and prescribed instrument for the main- 
tenance of order and the punishment 
of evildoers. 

This conception of the magistrate’s 
authority reveals the weakness of the 
pacifist contention. Paul says that the 
civil magistrate is the minister of God, 
an avenger for wrath upon him who 
does evil, that he attends upon the 
service committed to him, and that 
consequently, out of conscience to- 
ward God, we must be in subjection. 
And Peter puts the matter no less 
clearly when he says that governors 
are sent by the Lord for vengeance 
on evildoers (I Pet. 2:14). 

Consequently, when the civil mag- 
istrate executes just judgment upon 
the crimes committed within the 
sphere of his jurisdiction, he is ac- 
tively fulfilling the charge committed 
to him, and it would be a violation 
of God’s preceptive will not to do so. 
Civil government exists for the main- 
tenance and promotion of well-being 
that we may lead a quiet and peace- 
able life (cf. I Tim. 2:2). In a word, 
it exists to preserve and promote 
“life.” It is the principle of the sanc- 
tity of life that undergirds this insti- 
tution, and its punitive functions no 
less than the more positive find their 
sanction in that sanctity. 

Is there evidence to show that the 
ordinance of capital punishment is 
applicable in the order which the New 
Testament has introduced? We have 
found that the reason given in the 
Old Testament for the execution of 
capital punishment is a reason that 
has permanent validity; man is made 
in the image of God and assault upon 
man’s life is assault upon the life of 
God. The sin of murder does not be- 
come any less heinous under the New 
Testament; it gathers greater propor- 
tions with the increase of revelation 
respecting the sanctity of life. 

Conceivably the progress of reve- 
lation would remove the necessity for 
the penal sanction. This is the case 
with the death penalty for adultery. 
And the same holds true for many 
other penal sanctions of the Mosaic 
ceremony. Does the same principle 
apply to the death penalty for murder? 
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In answer to this question we must 
keep in mind two considerations: (1) 
the specific character of the sin of 
murder and its peculiar gravity, (2) 
the time and circumstances in which 
capital punishment for murder was in- 
stituted. 


THE CAPITAL SIN 


Of all the sins which are concerned 
with our relations to our fellowmen, 
murder is the capital sin. As a vio- 
lation of the summary commandment. 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself,” it is in a unique category 
because, as far as this world is con- 
cerned, there is no way of being rec- 
onciled to the victim of our wrong- 
doing, no way of remedying the breach, 
no way of securing his forgiveness. 
As far as our relations to the victim 
are concerned, murder is an irreme- 
diable sin. Furthermore, only in this 
case is the divine image in man 
pleaded as the reason for the penalty 
afflicted; assault upon mian’s life is 
assault upon the life of God “for in 
the image of God made he man.” 
That man was made in the image of 
God is as true today as it was in the 
days of Noah. In addition, the ordi- 
nance of capital punishment was in- 
stituted at the epochal stage in human 
history when there was, as it were, 
a new beginning. For these reasons, 
this ordinance stands apart from the 
other ordinances of the Mosaic econ- 
omy which involved the death penalty 
for other kinds of sin. Consequently, 
we conclude that the death penalty 
for murder has not been abrogated; 
rather it has permanent relevance and 
validity. 

With these considerations in view 
we are in a better position to examine 
the New Testament evidence. 

First of all, nothing in the New 
Testament pertaining to this institu- 
tion is parallel to what must be inter- 
preted as our Lord’s abrogation of the 
death penalty for adultery. Our Lord 
instituted divorce for adultery (Matt. 
5:31, 32; 19:9); by implication he 
abrogated the Mosaic death penalty. 

Secondly, the teaching of the New 
Testament regarding the power and use 
of the sword as the prerogative of the 
civil magistrate carries with it express 
warrant for the infliction of death. To 
suppose that the sword (Rom. 13:4; 
cf. I Pet. 2:14) can be restricted to 
lesser forms of punitive infliction and 
does not imply the extreme penalty 
is to go in the face of that which 


“the sword” properly and obviously, 
symbolizes. This passage (Rom. 13: 
4), therefore,. distinctly implies that 
to the civil magistrate is given not 
only the power but, as the minister 
of God, the right, the authority, to 
use the sword for the infliction of 
death as the penalty for crimes which 
merit this retribution. In terms of bib- 
lical teaching the one crime that is 
placed beyond all question as falling 
into this category is that of murder. 
The right of the sword implies at 
least one crime for which death may 
be inflicted. That one crime, if there 
should be only one, is the crime of 
murder. 


PAUL’S DEFENSE 


Thirdly, the apostle Paul, who pen- 
ned Romans 13, in his defense before 
Festus said, “If therefore I do wrong 
and have committed anything worthy 
of death, I refuse not to die” (Acts 
25:11). Here we have a few eloquent 
facts. (1) Paul recognized that some 
crimes were worthy of death. How 
many or how few he considered worthy 
of such a penalty we do not know. 
But the Biblio-theological background 
of Paul’s thought would have settled 
for one beyond all question, the crime 
of murder. (2) Paul protests that he 
would not offer resistance to the in- 
fliction of the death penalty if he had 
been worthy of it. Paul’s conscience 
was so attuned to the demands of jus- 
tice that he would plead no deviation 
from rectitude even though he himself 
were to be the victim of its demand. 
And he would not plead deviation in 
the case of another, because Paul’s 
ethic was governed by the command, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self.” (3) Implicit in Paul’s protestation 
is his recognition that some authority 
had the right to put to death. 

We conclude, therefore, that capital 
punishment is not abrogated in the 
New Testament. Nothing shows the 
moral bankruptcy of a people or of a 
generation more than disregard for the 
sanctity of human life. And it is this 
same atrophy of moral fiber that ap- 
pears in the plea for the abolition of 
the death penalty. It is the sanctity 
of life that validates the death pen- 
alty for the crime of murder. It is the 
sense of this sanctity that constrains 
the demand for the infliction of this 
penalty. The deeper our regard for 
life the firmer will be our hold upon 
the penal sanction which the violation 
of that sanctity merits. 
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To the one American in four who does not drink, we are 
pleased and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers Hos- 


pitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week in cash, from _ 


your first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as 
you are there, even for life! 


If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our nation’s 
No. 3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart disease 
and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance to infection 
and are naturally sick more often and sick longer than those who 
do not drink. Yet their insurance—UNTIL NOW—cost the same 
as yours. NOW with the Gold Star Plan, your rates are based on 
the SUPERIOR HEALTH RECORDS of Non-Drinkers! Why 
should you help pay for the hospitalization of those who ruin their 
health by drink? Gold Star rewards you instead of penalizing you 
for not drinking! 


Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most modern 
type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate because 
the Gold Star Policy is offered only to non-drinkers. With this policy, 
you receive $100 a week in cash, from the first day and as long as 
you remain in the hospital! This money is paid you in cash to be 
used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills—anything you wish. 
Your policy cannot be cancelled by the company no matter how 





Note! Gold Star fits in ideally with the Government Health Pian pro- 
posed for folks collecting Social Security! Yes, Gold Star was designed 
to go along perfectly with Blue Cross; with whatever other hospitaliza- 
tion you may already carry; or with ay oe Federal Government Plan. 

Of course, any Government Health Bill that may be passed will take 
up to two years to go into effect and will offer only partial coverage 
at best. But your Gold Star benefits are, and always will be, paid to 
you in full to be used as you see fit! 















Christian Leaders say— 















DR. E. STANLEY JONES, Noted Evangelist, Author, 
Missionary Statesman: 
“Tt is a pleasure for me to recommend the DeMoss Associ- 
ates GOLD STAR Hospitalization Plan for total abstainers. 
An insurance plan such as this which provides special con- 
sideration and service to those who do not impair their 
health by drink is very long overdue.” 





PAYS $100 WEEKLY from FIRST DA) 


NO WAITING PERIODS! NO MEDICAL 


long you remain in the hospital or how often you are sick. And 
the present low rate on your policy can never be raised simply 
because you get old, or have too many claims, but only in the 
event of a general rate adjustment up or down for all policyholders! 


One out of every seven people will spend some time in the 
hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the hospital 
—32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows whose turn will 
be next, whether yours or mine. But we do know that a fall on 
the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, or some sudden illness, 
or operation could put you in the hospital for weeks or months, 
and could cost thousands of dollars. 


How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with costly 
doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many folks lose 
their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly in debt 
for the rest of their lives. We surely hope this won’t happen to you, 
but please don’t gamble! Remember, once the doctor tells you it is 
your turn to enter the hospital, it’s too late to buy coverage at 
any price. 


The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy! 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy, you would re- 
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We'll mail : policy to your home. No salesman will 
call. In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over. — 
Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your 
doctor, your Christian friends or some trusted advisor. 
Make sure it provides exactly what we've told you it does. 
Phen, if for any reason whatsoever you are not fully satis. 
fied, just mail your policy back within ten days, and we'll 
cheerfully refund your entire premium by return mail, 
with no questions asked. So, you see, you have everything 












Bank Reference: PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 
THE WORLD MUTUAL HEALTH AND 
ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY 
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integrity. By special arrangement DeMoss 
~ ~*~ has underwritten this Gold Star Total Abstainers 





THIS PLAN OFFERED EXCLUSIVELY BY 
DE MOSS ASSOCIATES 


VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 
“Special Protection for Special People” 
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for Non-Drinkers ONLY!! & 
DAY for LIFE to readers of ETERNITY 


CAL EXAMINATION! NO AGE LIMIT! NO SALESMEN! 





= Read What a Blessing This ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 

pd Protection Has Been to Others Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 

ers! Ben, Ciets A. Bain, Bite Gute, Hecate Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot, sight of one eye. 
‘ot was Amy first trip | to 8 hospital, end it cams very unexpectedly. 1 Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, or both hands, or both feet. 
‘ital Teer Group nad service tose highiys tPany- TF can recommend sys double the above amounts (up to $12,000) for specified travel 
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ose for the days I spent in the hospital in my recent illness.” 330 0661 
lebt H APPLICATION TO \ 
Lozelle D. Gordley, Springfield, Minois—“Thank you for the i 
rom, remuneration on my * claim; it was greatly appreciated. I shall be j World Mutual Health & Accident Ins. Co. of Penta. a 
it 1s glad to recommend your insurance to my frien ’ 
> at | My name fs i 
Mrs. Marguerite Joslyn, Auburn, New York—“Thank you for my ! 
checks. The last one came today. I can truly say I am glad to I Street or RD # 
recommend the Gold Star policy to anyone. Even though my | . | 
polic cy was —y! in eftect singe December ith gad I broke my City State \ 
g > an pay . 
ospital.”” 1 Date of Birth: Month Day__ Year \ 
Clarence Guy, Drexel, Michigan—“I would like to thank you for I My occupation is | 
your kindness in settling this claim and for your promptness.” | ‘ - i 
My beneficiary is | 
h fo for th be f family listed below: 
(CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: | '*!*° hereby apply for coverage for the members o ~~ ¥ _ 1 
renewable. e No age limit. I = i 
° oar YOU cas cancel) e coverage! Full | 1 
e Good in any lawfully oper- benefits into effect noon 
ating bes —~ po anywhere in of ‘the your policy | | 
ee e No limit on the number of | I 
’ Pare im adton to an times you can collect. | 
pans * Komal ter only aanger | 
e All benefits paid directly to two, or for i weeks, | Have you ot any member above listed been disabled by either accident or illness or have ! 
you in cash! months, or even years! or they had medical advice or treatment or have you or they been advised to have a surgical J 
e@ Claim checks are sent out e No policy fees or enroll- | operation in the last five years? Yes 2 No C). 
Airmail Special Delivery! ment fees! | If 80, give details stating cause, date, name and address of attending physician and whether I 
e No health examination nec- e@ Ten-day unconditional fully recovered { 
essary. money-back guarantee! | i 
pees. cones not covered: 1 hereb rtify that neither | ber above listed uses alcoholic beverages and | | 
Pregnancy; any ; pre-existing conditions; or hospitaliza ereby certi at neither | nor any member above listed u: 
tion caused Poy p my _ Or alcoholic beverages or pth omg Every- hereby apply to the World Mutual Health and Accident Ins. Co. of Penna. for a policy based i 
thing else IS covered! | on the understanding that the policy applied for does not cover conditions originating prior to I 
| the date of insurance, and that the policy is issued solely, and entirely in reliance upon the | 
Ri - SS ae a ae heey i written answers to the foregoing questions. 
;  Y cocccce ecccccccce 
e 1 am enclosing the 
sy amount specified on I 
° e e th left fo each - 
a Fill out application at right. sence hg ag 
Enclose in an envelope with ena, 
ing that | can return 
ate your first payment. my policy within 10 § 
{oss * if | jot com- 3 
ners Mail to DeMoss Associates, 4 — satisfied with | 
Valley Forge, Pa. it, and my entire 4 
premium will be , 
refunded. 
YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY By PAYING _— ; 
| 
PROMPTLY BY MAIL. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. | eee VALLEY FORGE 
—_———=—— wiiristts..) DE MOSS ASSOCIATES penu. 


ee 8 a oe ee ig ao» | gages gthigernemernpien nett 











lime 

for all good 
MEN 

to come 

Lo 

the aid 

of their 
Sunday school. 


By JOHN A. BAIRD JR. 


The author is vice president for development and public 
relations of Eastern Baptist College and Theological 
Seminary, Philadelphia. 


M™= SunDayY school teachers are nincompoops!” a 

Christian friend said to me the other day. He 
meant no reflection upon the spiritual posture of the 
men and women who stand before their classes each 
Sunday morning. The speaker, who is an active church 
member and faithful follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
was concerned about the performance level of these 
people and not their religious stature. 

The charge is an exaggeration, but it strikes close 
enough to actuality to deserve our attention. This is a 
matter which goes beyond training in techniques and, 
indeed, knowledge of subject matter. Nincompoopism 
is found where sentimentality takes the place of fact- 
facing, and when pedestrian dullness prevails over 
imaginative teaching. It is especially acute in the high 
school, college and adult classes. The problem must 
be faced on two levels: in the selection of teachers and 
in the week-by-week preparation of the teacher himself. 

Superintendents and boards of Christian education 
should select more men for youth and adult teachers. 
In more than 18 years of Sunday school teaching, I 
have had repeated occasion to see the wisdom of this 
action. Yet, only a few men consider themselves in the 
role, and an even smaller number actually face a class 
each Sunday morning. Why? 

One reason is because many churches do not place a 
high enough value on this service. It is below the pres- 
tige level of a trustee or an usher! As a result ill- 
prepared church members are often asked to take a 
class to help them through a period of adjustment 
following a personal tragedy. This can cause class 
morale and attendance to sink into disaster. 

The executive and man of affairs is, therefore, often 
not asked, and when he is considered, his excuses are 
many. 

He may indicate the work is best entrusted to women. 
This is a dodge. The most successful teachers of Sunday 
school I know are men, and none are professional teach- 
ers. One is the president of a leading oil company, a 
second a sales manager of a larger corporation and a 
third a famous surgeon. These men have taught for 
years and enriched hundreds of lives by their zeal and 
devotion and influence. 
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Many business leaders will plead ignorance of the 
Bible. They may have been Christians for many years, 
but yet not be confident of their Bible knowledge. This 
is sad, but not hopeless. The very qualities of concen- 
tration and organization which bring success in the 
market place and world of affairs are easily adapted 
to the selection and preparation of challenging lessons. 
A salesman does not become a theologian by reading 
a Bible commentary, but helps of this kind are avail- 
able and provide an answer to this excuse of inadequate 
scholarship. 

Lack of time is another reason frequently given for 
not taking a class. Of course, men of leadership are 
busy. They are approached for many worthwhile tasks. 
This is not by accident. It is deliberate. By experience 
and training the executive is able to make the time 
needed. This is true for community activity, political 
endeavor or the study required for polished teaching. 

Restriction to a definite weekly schedule is also men- 
tioned as reason for not serving as a Sunday school 
teacher. The demands of modern business life can be se- 
vere for the man with responsibility, but this fact should 
not be accepted as a valid reason for those who other- 
wise are ideal teachers. Substitutes can be secured for 
the occasional Sundays when attendance is impossible. 

With adequate vision and determination, good teach- 
ers can be found and enlisted. 

The individual teacher then takes his first step. 

Printed quarterly lesson books are a great advantage 
if they are carefully selected arid intelligently used. 
However, a quarterly for older students should be 
merely the springboard for their thinking about the 
selected scriptural passage and not the entire lesson 
scope. The teacher must be free to interpret and plan 
his own approach to the subject matter. There should 
be more flexibility here than is permitted in the more 
closely graded lessons for the young. 

To teach effectively, the teacher must beware of 
allowing his subject matter to become dull and drab. 
For example, no informed Christian would deny the 
importance and place and power of love. But many 
teachers degrade it. Love is beamed at incredulous 
adults as a substitute for Christian vigor and alertness 
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to witnessing opportunities, and indeed faith and belief! . 
This maudlin approach does not inspire wonder. It 
bores many, and makes others laugh. os 

An obsession with peace becomes the theme song of 
many earnest teachers. All Christians desire peace in 
the world, but the reflective believer knows at once that 
peace could be intolerable under certain conditions. 

Teaching of this kind is a dreary banality. It does not 
attract nor stimulate. It bores intelligent people, and it 
keeps them at home Sunday morning. 

Beyond the careful handling of subject matter lies the 
problem of language. The choice of words is important 
now as never before. Vocabularies are larger, and today 
the man in the street knows as many words as did 
Shakespeare. Some words frequently used in Sunday 
school are worn out. When the teacher keeps using - 
them, he is moving into the area of nincompoopism. 

What red-blooded man wants to be called “lovely” 
or “precious”? 

Many skillful teachers have told me this matter of 
proper language is the most important single factor in 
building and keeping class interest. Vivid illustrations 
stimulate. To state the Bible contains accounts of vari- 
ous human activities is accurate but dull. To point out 
that it would have been “banned in Boston” if written 
today, attracts the attention of the class in a simple and 
direct way. Original phrases can clarify, but old refrains 
induce slumber. 

Successful teaching, however, does not rest upon 
eccentricity of manner or expression. The Sunday school 
is a serious place and not a sideshow. But, to be remem- 
bered and fully related to living today, scriptural truth 
must be presented in language which is clearly under- 
stood and which is fresh enough to get beneath the 
layer of protective mental insulation which has grown 
with the monotonous repetition of worn-out words. 

The imaginative teacher will state Christian truth in 
a manner which will not soon be forgotten. For exam- 
ple, in a lesson on religious liberty, the second chapter 
of Galatians can be presented as a “Christian Bill of 
Rights” and related to the first amendments of the 
United States Constitution. 

Who is better equippéd to perform this job than the 
man we have described? 

It may be said the characteristics described here are 
superficial and reflect an obsession with externals. This 
is not intended. To perform an effective Christian 
teaching ministry, a man must possess great devotion to 
the Lord, and consider himself an instrument of God. 
He must, however, approach his task with creativity, 
imagination and skill. . 

If the right kind of teachers are enlisted and encour- 
aged to do their best, nincompoopism will be forever 
banished from the Sunday school. 
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WHEN TO DISOBEY THE GOVERNMENT 


THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS COUNTRY II—“Render unto Caesar” says the Bible verse, but what does 


it mean? How is the Christian to act under Communism? 


OMETIME AGO I read a book about the religion of 
American Indians. The writer said, “There is 
no word in Navajo for ‘religion.’ Among the Pueblos, 
too, it is inseparable from all the functions of life. 
Upon it is built the secular social system and the char- 
acter of the individual. From the Indian point of view 
religion is the way of life.” And then the writer said, 
“To us, religion is a distinct phase of life separate from 
and often contradictory to our economic and social 
phases. It is divided into innumerable creeds to which 
complete devotion is restricted to a professional few, 
and whose tenets are casually observed by the masses 
only on Sunday morning.” 

He is correct in thinking that for many Americans 
life is separated into two phases. But many more than 
a few “professionals” know that the true Christian life 
is the working of God in the individual to transform 
him from complete worldliness to the place where 
Christ controls all his life, so that He who bought us 
may indeed possess us. 

The Christian starts out by being a part of this 
world and becoming alive through the new birth. 
Henceforth, though he is in the world, his roots have 
been cut and a new planting has taken place. I have 
seen a garden that was overrun with weeds. Then 
cover plants were set at intervals among the weeds. 
After a year one could see that a battle was going on 
between the weeds and the cover crop. As time went 
on, the cover crop outgrew the weeds and in a few 


This is the second article in a series of articles on the 
Christian’s responsibility to the state. 
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years, completely crowded them out. The Christian 
life somewhat resembles this process. We are saved 
while living in the world that wishes to have every- 
thing its own way. 

Political life twists into a slogan the verse, “Render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the 
things that are God’s.” This cry is taken up by the in- 
vestment world: “Render to Wall Street the things that 
are Wall Street’s and to God the things that are 
God’s.” We hear other cries: “Render to society the 
things that are society’s;” “Render to art the things that 
are art’s;” and even, “Render to the church the things 
that belong to the church and to God the things that 
are God’s.” 

At this point the Holy Spirit must force upon us the 
perhaps unwanted knowledge that God controls all 
phases of life. He is to rule our religious life, certainly. 
But He is also to be Lord over our business, political 
and social life. Any attempt to limit His control is an 
attempt to usurp God’s throne, and reign for self. 

Christ must dominate every part of our lives. This 
is God’s purpose for us and in us. For this He saved us. 
He is preparing us to share His power and glory. To 
that end, we must learn obedience, and seek His 
cleansing. 

For many years, I believed that God wanted each 
Christian to submit utterly to his government. If a man 
had the misfortune to live in Germany under Hitler, I 
thought that our text commanded him to be completely 
subject to the Nazi government. If he was a native of 
Russia, I thought that he must submit to the Czars un- 
til the time of the revolution, and then be subject to the 
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Communist regime. In connection with American his- 
tory, I thought that a colonist should have been subject 
to England until the Revolution took place, and then 
submit to the government of the United States. 

In one sense this is true; but I have become con- 
vinced that there are limitations to this interpretation. 
Let us consider the text and then the limitations. 


EXAMPLE FROM RUSSIA 


Take, for example a Russian Christian living under 
the Czars. There were tremendous evils in that regime. 
Their system of government enslaved the people, and 
was filled with injustices. But this individual had to fill 
the niche in which he had been placed by the provi- 
dence of God. If he were told to do certain work, he 
must obey. If injustices were inflicted, he was to accept 
them without murmuring, suffering as a Christian, for 
God had said, “If one suffexss as a Christian, let him 
not be ashamed, but under that name let him glorify 
God . . . Therefore let those who suffer according to 
God’s will do right and entrust their souls to a faithful 
creator” (I Pet. 4:16, 19). 

Now when revolution swept over Russia and re- 
placed the evil Czarist government by an equally evil 
Communist government, the Christian had to render 
the same obedience to his new masters. This simple 
obedience is commanded in Scripture, in performance 
of daily tasks such as working in fields, or on the roads, 
in factories and other places. 

Now, let us turn to Germany. An individual in the 
generation that saw the transfer of power from the 
Kaiser’s regime to the first wobbling republican govern- 
ment and then to that of Hitler, also must conform to 
the general implications of our text. He was to live as a 
law-abiding citizen, keeping himself for God and do- 
ing his work as unto the Lord. 

It was also true that a Christian in the American 
colonies before 1775 should have lived as a law- 
abiding citizen, working in his fields or at his trade and 
doing all things as unto the Lord. After the Revolu- 
tion, this-same man was called upon by the Word of 
God to live a quiet, law-abiding life under the 
Republic. 

Nevertheless, the Bible sets forth certain conditions 
under which an individual Christian must disobey his 
government. First, the Christian is to obey God and 
not human authority in all matters connected with the 
preaching of the gospel. This is demonstrated in the 
Book of the Acts. 

The disciples had been arrested for preaching Jesus 
and the resurrection. The authorities examined them, 
and since their miracle was evident, the leaders in pri- 
vate council agreed to prohibit preaching. “So they 
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called them and charged them not to speak or teach at 
all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John an- ' 
swered them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of God to 
listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; for 
we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard’ ” 
(Acts 4:18-20). 

The apostles went right back to preaching the gos- 
pel, and consequently were arrested and thrown into 
prison. God sent an angel who freed them and ordered 
them to preach. When the rulers discovered this, they 
arrested them again. “When they had brought them 
they set them before the council. And the high priest 
questioned them, saying, ‘We strictly charged you not 
to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusa- 
lem with your teaching and you intend to bring this 
man’s blood upon us.’ But Peter and the apostles an- 
swered, ‘We must obey God rather than men. The God © 
of our fathers raised Jesus whom you killed by hanging 
him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as 
Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these 
things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given 
to those who obey him’” (Acts 5:27-32). The en- 
raged rulers would have killed them but for the wise 
advice of Gamaliel. They then beat the apostles and 
set them at liberty. “And every day in the temple and 
at home they did not cease teaching and preaching 
Jesus as the Christ” (5:42). 


LORD OF THE CONSCIENCE 


This story establishes flatly that God is Lord of the 
Christian conscience, and His commands to preach the 
gospel take precedence over any prohibition against 
preaching the gospel. 

In America we are at liberty to preach Christ, but 
Christians should obey ordinances prescribing the time 
and place of preaching. An overzealous young man 
complained to me that his Christian freedom was being 
violated by his employer who had ordered him not to 
speak to other employees about religion. I replied that 
during working hours his time belonged to his em- 
ployer and he was being paid to work, not to preach. 
He could preach by the way in which he did his work. 
He could witness orally at lunchtime or after hours. 

A Christian’s liberty is not infringed if he is forbid- 
den to preach in the street in a loud voice in the middle 
of the night when people want to sleep. Nor is Chris- 
tian liberty infringed if ordinances forbid a crowd to 
obstruct traffic. When it is necessary to get a permit 
from the police to hold a street meeting, the permit 
must be secured. But the possession of a permit does 
not give the Christian the right to exercise bad taste. 

(Continued on page 32) 
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M.R.A. 
(Continued from page 9) 


in its meetings. Laymen are forbidden 
to accept posts of responsibility in it. 

5. Its thought control—An M.R.A. 
enthusiast gets guidance through a pe- 
riod of meditation during which he 
jots down the ramble of thoughts that 
cross his mind. To be quite sure that 
this is right, he confers with another 
M.R.A. worker. It is “as two or three 
are gathered together in the name of 
M.R.A.” that real guidance is ob- 
tained. 

Several times in M.R.A. ranks a 
young man has been “guided” to marry 
a young woman. If his guidance is 
shared by the higher-ups in M.R.A., 
it matters not what the young woman 
says; how can she resist the Spirit of 
God? In such “guidance” reason has no 
place. Whether the “guided” course of 
action is logical or reasonable does not 
matter. 

Any student of psychology knows of 
the power of suggestion. This power is 
manipulated fully in M.R.A. At first, 
a person interested in M.R.A. is not 
aware of this, but gradually he be- 
comes sucked into the brain-washing 
pattern, until soon he has no mind of 
his own, and he has succumbed to the 
Will of M.R.A. 

6. Its false standards—Honesty, 
purity, unselfishness and love are 
Christian virtues, but when they are 
perched loftily atop a vacuum, they 
become distorted. 

Honesty doesn’t have to be com- 
pletely absolute, so long as it serves 
the cause of M.R.A. Purity is stressed 
to the extent that M.R.A.-ers became 
preoccupied with it. Soon even the 
God-given gift of sex itself is declared 
to be sinful. M.R.A. devotees become 
suspicious of one another and confess 
the faults of their brother even before 
they confess their own. Unselfishness 
is a virtue which is craved; the indi- 
vidual gains unselfishness by surren- 
dering his Self to the Group. Instead 
of a selfish person, you have a selfish 
group. Love is the fourth and least of 
the M.R.A. virtues. Absolute love 
means an all-out effort to win men to 
M.R:A. There is no love shown to op- 
ponents of M.R.A. 

As a result of these false standards, 
there are frequent mental breakdowns 
among the rank and file. The Abso- 
lutes are set too high for a man who 
has built upon a vacuum. And defec- 
tors from M.R.A. frequently have 
moral breakdowns, as a reaction from 
the false standards. In fact, often the 
defectors get into such moral muddles 
that they are forced to return to the 
group control of M.R.A. to get 
straightened out again. 

So this is M.R.A. Originally it built 
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upon a Christian foundation and estab- 
lished its basic methods and absolute 
ethics upon New Testament teaching. 
But then it destroyed its foundation. 
As a result, it cannot be called Chris- 
tian. It is a counterfeit. 

M.R.A. has a favorite slogan these 
days—“Communism or Moral Re- 
Armament.” It might be well for the 
Church to emphasize that there is an- 
other alternative—Christianity. 

Instead of turning to M.R.A., the 
Christian can turn to Scriptures which 
teach that “the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self- 
control; against such there is no law. 
And those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its pas- 
sions and desires. If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 
Let us have no self-conceit, no pro- 
voking of one another, no envy of one 
another” (Gal. 5:22-26). 

But there is no way to receive the 
fruit of the Spirit, except through the 
Spirit. And there is no way to receive 
the Spirit, except through Jesus Christ. 


NON-CHRISTIANS 
(Continued from page 16) 


they become Christians, will they be as 
nice people to know as they are now? 
« * * * * 


Has this article shocked you? Then 
maybe you need to think some of these 
things through a little more clearly and 
deeply. 

What kind of Christian, you are pro- 
testing, can write an article such as this? 
Surely no one who truly knows God and 
lives in fellowship with Him could write 
so cynically of His children! Christians 
are not as lacking in Christian graces 
as depicted here, nor are non-Christians 
as wholesome and virtuous as this ar- 
ticle would lead one to believe. 

True. Yet may I say that this article 
has been written in the utmost sincer- 
ity by one who prefers the companion- 
ship of the saints above all other 
company, who knows no deeper joy 
than that of fellowship with other mem- 
bers of the redeemed family of God? 

Then why have I so written? Because 
for over a quarter of a century now I 
have lived and worked among non- 
Christians. It has never been my good 
fortune to experience Christian fellow- 
ship in my daily contacts; but again 
and again through the years I have 
stood amazed by the consistently high 
standards of the personal and ethical 
behavior I have constantly found among 
the non-Christians with whom I have 
had to associate. Moving from city to 
city, from job to job, from apartment 
to apartment, I am continually dumb- 
founded and humbled to the dust by the 
grace, the kindness, the concern for 
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others, the personal goodness and honor 
of the non-Christian men and women 
among whom I live and work. Con- 
versely, I cannot but view with horror 
and something akin to revulsion the 
arrogance, the inconsistency, the spir- 
itual pride, the flagrant denial by life 
and character of the lip service that 
so many of us evangelical Christians so 
glibly give to the gospel we profess 
to honor. 

Why should non-Christians wish to 
become Christians if it means becoming 
like some of us? When are we going 
to start to display in our lives—our 
family lives, our business lives, our 
social and personal lives—some of the 
Christian graces and virtues that so 
many non-Christians seem so abun- 
dantly to possess? 

This article has been a sincere at- 
tempt to hold up a mirror to our con- 
temporary Christian society, wherein 
some of us—even I, myself—may catch 
a glimpse of ourselves as we really are, 
and be shocked into taking stock of 
the worth of our witness, and into 
reviewing our own lives, outlooks and 
attitudes in the light of what God would 
have us be. For only as we live out the 
gospel in all the beauty of its many- 
faceted, practical details of everyday 
living have we any right to invite non- 
Christians to share our faith. 


QUEMOY 
(Continued from page 11) 


suffers, we all suffer with it. So we 
wanted to find them, to hear their story, 
and then to call the rest of the Christian 
world to prayer on their behalf. 

Before that day ended, we found 
two of these churches. One has some 
15 children in its Sunday School, with 
25 to 30 in its worship services . 
and the other has some 100 people in 
regular attendance, with three prayer 
meetings weekly and a full slate of 
church activities. 

They told us how the pastor of this 
second church had rushed out in the 
streets to comfort the wounded and 
the dying some months ago in a time 
of heavy bombardment . . . and then 
had returned home to find that his 
own house had been hit, that his wife 
and two children had been killed. But 
that church has carried on, bringing 
the reminder of God’s love to those 
who so desperately need to hear about 
it. 

And a little later, after we had 
visited these churches, I experienced 
one of the most moving moments of 
my life. We had paused for a briefing 
session in which I had had the op- 
portunity of asking questions. (For ex- 
ample, I posed the obvious query: why 
the every-other-day shooting schedule 


on the part of the Communists? They 
told me, in reply, that they estimate 
the Communists were spending about 
$1 million U.S. per day during the 
period of heaviest bombardment. 
That’s a lot of rice for a country with , 
an economy as critical as that of main- 
land China . . . and so, unable to keep 
up this pace but unwilling to lose face 
by ceasing fire altogether, the Red 
Chinese had settled on this farce of 
firing only on the odd-numbered 
days.) 

But when my questions were an- 
swered, suddenly several of the com- 
manding officers of this fortress is- 
land came and stood before me. I 
wasn’t sure what was to happen, but 
I sensed that I was to rise and stand 
before them. They had been smiling 
and laughing, as our Chinese friends 
so often are, but now, suddenly, they 
were grimly serious. As the ranking 
officer stepped forward to pin a little 
badge on my shirt, he explained: “This 
is the Kinmen Memory Badge. We 
give it to our honored guests who risk 
their lives to come here to see... 
and then go back to tell the rest of the 
Free World how we stand here for 
freedom.” 

He continued, with evident emo- 
tion: “We call this the Kinmen Mem- 
ory Badge because we hope that each 
time you look at it, it will remind you 
of the men and women who stand 
here on this outpost of freedom to 
guard Taiwan. As we guard Taiwan, 
we guard the rest of the Free World,” 
he said, “and so we hope you will not 
forget us.” ° 

I treasure that Kinmen Memory 
Badge. And when I look at it, it does 
remind me of this valiant little van- 
guard of freedom. 

But it reminds me of something 
more, for it also serves as a prayer 
memory badge. 

As I look at it, it reminds me to 
pray for the comparative little hand- 
ful of Christians on Quemoy. They 
are my brothers and sisters in Christ 
... and yours. 

What day is it as you read these 
words? An even-numbered day? Then 
the people of Quemoy need your 
prayer as they walk for a few mom- 
ents in the open sunlight, trying to 
put out of their minds for a time the 
tensions and dangers of the morrow. 

An odd-numbered day? Then per- 
haps, as you read these words, these 
battle-scarred little islands are even 
now under fire once more . . . and 
part of God’s great worldwide family 
is in jeopardy. 

No doubt your prayer list is already 
long. 

But I hope you'll make room... on 
your list, in your heart, in your prayer 
. . . for your brothers and sisters in 
Christ on Quemoy. 
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CARNELL 
(Continued from page 20) 


the accused, and soon they forget the 
seriousness of the crime and the de- 
mands of justice. 

Although most objections to capital 
punishment are beside the point, there 
is one which is not, for it rests on a 
practice which flagrantly disregards 
the very principle of justice itself. 
Here is the problem: since modern so- 
ciety is saturated with assumptions 
drawn from humanism and the En- 
lightenment, some juries will resort to 
almost any expedient, rather than ren- 
der a verdict which calls for capital 
punishment. This is a serious proce- 
dural flaw, and a Christian must come 
to terms with it. Were a Christian to 
insist that premeditated first-degree 
murder automatically carry the death 
penalty, he might obstruct the cause 
of justice. 

What stand, then, should a Chris- 
tian take? The answer is, he should 
take a stand for justice. He can help 
see that existing judicial procedures 
are made more realistic. Since we ex- 
pect jurors to base their deliberations 
on delicate degrees of guilt in the de- 
fendant, it would only seem fair that 
the law should provide a wider range 


of penalties for specific crimes. For 
example, if conspiracy to commit mur- 
der carried either the death penalty or 
a life sentence without possibility of 
parole, jurors might find it easier to 
appease their conscience, and thus to 
follow through with a guilty verdict. 
A life sentence without possibility of 
parole would serve the cause of jus- 
tice much better than the release of 
a defendant whose guilt is apparent 
but who is acquitted by a jury which 
shrinks from rendering a verdict which 
calls for capital punishment. 

If our judicial system is to operate 
efficiently, we must see that justice is 
swift and sure. Old Testament justice 
meant something for this very reason. 
Unless charges of guilt can be estab- 
lished beyond all doubt, they should 
be dismissed forthrightly. But once 
guilt is established, the claims of jus- 
tice should be met with dispatch. 
When a convicted man is given life 
in prison for conspiracy to commit 
murder, only to be paroled in a few 
years, we make a mockery out of our 
judicial system. 

It may be necessary to review the 
whole question of capital punishment. 
But let the review be made in the 
name of justice, not sentiment. Atro- 
cious crimes still call for the death 
penalty. A majority of Christians 





would agree with this, and so would 


a majority of U.S. law-enforcement 
officers. “It is my opinion,” commented 
J. Edgar Hoover, “that when no shadow 
of a doubt remains relative to the guilt 
of the defendant, the public interest 
demands capital punishment be invoked 
where the law so provides.” 
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of the Egyptian (Exod. 2:12), we can 
say with certainty that the fact a man 
has shed the blood of another does not 
necessarily mean that he can be of no 
further service to the kingdom of God 
(cf. Acts 8:1). 

Though capital punishment was stip- 
ulated for many crimes in Old Testa- 
ment times, the Christian is not re- 
quired to carry out the exact forms of 
all Old Testament jurisprudence. For 
example, the Old Testament law prohib- 
its the taking of interest on borrowed 
money from a fellow Israelite (Deut. 
23:19-20). This law met a real need in 
Israelite society, for men ordinarily bor- 
rowed money only in time of tragedy. 
Therefore, to charge interest was to take 
advantage of a neighbor’s desperation. 
In our society the situation is quite 
different. However, the theology that 
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Niemoeller’s question showed his visitor that he was 
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He may preach that men are sinners and must be 
born again; but he may not criticize the religion of 
his hearers. It is enough to preach the historical facts 
of Christ and the salvation purchased by His death. 
God will take it from there. 

In still another sphere the Christian may disobey the 
authorities. No government has the right to command a 
Christian to do a non-Christian act. In Germany, be- 
fore Hitler, we knew several Christian and Jewish 
families. When we visited Berlin under Hitler we were 
asked by the Christians to visit the Jews and to give 
them certain things, because Germans had been com- 
manded to have no dealings with Jews. Being 
Americans, we did not come under the authority of the 
Nazis. Those German Christians would have been jus- 
tified in disobeying the Nazi government in this matter. 
They had the right to trade with Jews and to be 
friends with them. They had the right to denounce 
racism as a black lie; in fact they should have stood up 
against these monstrosities. 

Pastor Martin Niemoeller, for preaching the truth, 
was ultimately thrown into prison. Another minister 
visited him and remarked that if he would keep silent 
about certain subjects and respect the government, he 
would be set free. “And so,” continued the visitor, 
“why are you in jail?” Niemoeller replied, “Why 
aren’t you in jail?” 
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not exercising true Christian witness. By his silence he 
was upholding a lie, and was giving aid and comfort 
to the Enemy of souls. When a malignant power takes 
control, the believer must stand uncompromisingly for 
righteousness. The believer in atheist Russia will not 
fail to proclaim, “The fool has said in his heart: There 
is no God” (Ps. 14:1). If his faithfulness should be 
tioticed by the authorities he should be arrested, then 
he must stand faithfully, even to prison, exile or mar- 
tyrdom. 

When Paul wrote this epistle, Nero was in power. The 
great persecutions which fell on the early church had 
not yet begun in Rome, but the Holy Spirit was pre- 
scribing the line of conduct to be followed. Paul 
writes, “Rulers are not a terror to good conduct but to 
bad. Would you have no fear of him who is in author- 
ity? Then do what is good and you will receive his 
approval.” Such a passage cannot be applied to a reac- 
tionary, race-hating Nazi dictatorship or to an atheistic, 
human rights-destroying Communist dictatorship; 
nevertheless, the people who lived under the dictator- 
ship of Nero were to be subject to the divinely ap- 
pointed authorities in all matters save Christian 
conduct and the preaching of the gospel. 

We. Christians are to be law-abiding citizens, but if 
governments forbid our preaching the gospel, we will 
disobey and preach the gospel. If governments order 
us to do evil, we will disobey. (The problem of revolu- 
tion will be discussed next month.) 
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requires effective concern for a neigh- 
bor in need is always relevant. 

The question of capital punishment 
in our society obviously cannot be 
solved by making a mosaic of selected 
prooftexts. We must take that which 
is central and all-pervasive, the ethic 
of Christian love, and seek to imple- 
ment it. The Bible throws light on all 
our problems, but God never intended 
the Bible to be a substitute for a can- 
did examination into the facts of the 
day. In other words, the Church does 
not have absolute blueprints for deal- 
ing with every issue in all possible 
forms; rather it has a Light to guide 
it in seeking solutions to its problems. 

Therefore, we ask, what does it 
mean to love my neighbor as myself 
as a Christian citizen today? Who is 
my neighbor? “My neighbor” includes 
the person killed or wronged together 
with his family, the criminal and his 
family, the judge and jury, the exe- 
cutioners and society. 

If a person has been murdered, 
nothing society does can affect him. 
If he has been wronged deeply, killing 
the criminal will not help him or his 
family. Certainly the criminal must 
be required to face the reality of his 
crime, and others must be adequately 
protected against him. Probably the 
greatest help to those wronged is the 
genuine repentance of the criminal 
and his sincere seeking of forgiveness 
from them. Genuinely repentant mur- 
derers may be a real help in crime 
prevention and in the rehabilitation 
of other criminals. In fact, they may 
give effective witness to the power of 
the gospel to save to the uttermost. 

It is hard to see how killing the 
criminal is an expression of love to 
him or his family, since it is irrevo- 
cable. Such an irrevocable penalty pre- 
supposes divine infallibility in the 
court. Yet innocent men have been 
put to death for other men’s crimes. 
Furthermore, men are what they are 
to some extent at least because so- 
ciety has helped to make them so. 
This is by no means to deny personal 
responsibility for wrong. Such denial 
would disclaim that man is man. On 
the other hand, no man is what he is 
altogether apart from the responsibil- 
ity of others. Many hard criminals 
have been and can be reclaimed. Many 
are criminals because they have never 
known Christian love. We have the 
responsibility to show them that love. 

Capital punishment or any other 
institution can be justified on biblical 
grounds only if it can be shown that 
it is the best way to demonstrate love 
to God and neighbor. As the Spirit 
of God has led man in the abolition 
of slavery, the torture of criminals 
and in many other changes—He may 
be leading us today to make changes 
in our penal system (cf. John 16:31). 
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Africa’s New Trouble Spot 


Angola, Portuguese colony of West 
Africa which was prominent in United 
Nations discussions, is another area of 
the world where church unites with 
state to keep people in subjection. But 
conditions for Protestants are better 
than in Franco’s Spain. 

The United States offended its ally, 
Portugal, but strengthened friendship 
with African nations by voting in the 
U.N. Security Council for an investiga- 
tion of racial disorders in Angola. 

Paul Blanshard, church-state au- 
thority in Washington, D.C., made 
three observations about church-state 
conditions in Portugal’s African colo- 
nies of Angola and Mozambique. He 
said: 

1. “The Portuguese governmental 
authorities have been consistently 
cruel in handling the natives in both 
places; 

2. “Education has been so fearfully 
neglected that in spite of church mis- 
sionary effort almost all the people in 
both countries are illiterate; 

3. “The subsidized state church has 
cooperated with the government com- 
pletely in keeping the people subservi- 
ent.” 


Presbyterian elder Jonson S. Han reads reso- 
lution opposing recognition of Red China at a 
Protestant rally in Taipei, Taiwan. The rally 
was called to demonstrate the unity of spirit of 
Protestants throughout Taiwan and to show 
their repudiation of Communist aggression, 
ideology and the recognition of Red China. 
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The subsidized state church in these 
colonies, as in the mother country, 
Portugal, is the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Under the 1940 missionary agree- 
ment between the Portuguese govern- 
ment and the Vatican, according to 
Blanshard, Catholic missions were to 
be supported out of public revenue in 
Angola and Mozambique. 

No Protestant missions receive any 
public funds, Blanshard continued. 
There is quiet and concerted opposi- 
tion to the progress of Protestant 
missions. Some Protestant mission- 
aries are permitted to enter because of 
old treaties which Portugal has made 
with various nations. 

“There is not the same outright sup- 
pression of non-Catholic faiths in 
Angola and Mozambique that there is 
in Spanish territory under Franco. Un- 
der the Portuguese system Protestant 
churches are actually allowed to op- 
erate officially in buildings which look 
like churches. In Spain this privilege is 
refused,” Blanshard added. 


Vietnam Closes Doors 

Apparently Vietnam’s 50-year period 
of unrestricted entry for missionaries 
has come to a halt. New missionaries 
of the Southern Baptists, the Men- 
nonite churches, the Wycliffe Trans- 
lators and Worldwide Evangelization 
Crusade have been denied entry visas. 
The Far East News Service also re- 
ported that veteran missionaries of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance pres- 
ently on furlough will not be permitted 
to return to their work. 

Reasons for the government’s ac- 
tion are not clear. One report suggests 
that curtailment is due to internal un- 
rest and dangers resulting from Com- 
munist rebel activity. Another rumor 
says that “influential government of- 
ficials of another religious faith con- 
tent that the strength of the national 
Protestant church indicates there is 
no further need for foreign mission- 
aries.” 


When the Commandment Came 
Four years ago, a graduate of Co- 
lumbia University with a degree in 
library science began his work at East 
Orange, N.J., Public Library, a librar- 
ian’s dream with five buildings and 
250,000 volumes which circulate at 


the rate of about 1.2 million a year. 
The new librarian soon discovered, 
however, that several hundred of the 
library books were not circulating; 
they were lying dormant in the homes 
of borrowers. 

Deciding to do something to remedy 
the situation, the librarian secured 
legislation which provided fines up to 
$200 for willful refusal to return 
books. A batch of complaints was 
signed against the delinquents and the 
fun began. The local police descended 
on the guilty parties and made a num- 
ber of arrests with $100 bail. 

Within hours, some 1500 long over- 
due books began to find their way 
back to the East Orange library, 
triple the normal rate of returns. In 
fact, librarians all over the country 
were suddenly confronted by inexpli- 
cable interest on the part of borrowers 
to return books which they “just hap- 
pened to find around the house.” The 
New Jersey librarian who has stirred 
up a hornet’s nest may well be won- 
dering about the future of his job, but 
once more, he has demonstrated that a 
“get tough” policy is certainly in order 
at times. Indeed, this same technique 
could well be put to use in other 
realms where juvenile or adult de 
linquencies of various sorts exist. 

However, there is an _ interesting 
spiritual parallel to this story. St. Paul 
wrote that “where no law exists, there 
is no transgression” (Rom. 4:15). East 
Orange residents were taking advan- 
tages of this principle; they seemed to 
feel that “without a specific law, sin 
really doesn’t exist” (Rom. 7:8). But, 
when law is enacted to meet a serious 
need—law with teeth, that is—what 
seemed before to be harmless, inno- 
cent indifference, suddenly becomes 
sin, capable of being punished. Thus 
Paul said, “I was alive once apart from 
the law, but when the commandment 
came, sin came alive and I died” 
(Rom. 7:9). Once there is suitable 
legislation, and the courage to carry 
it through, conviction is inevitable. 
Then, as an awakened individual and 
social conscience also goes to work, 
delinquent persons rush to take steps 
to correct their sins and avoid pen- 
alties. 


Pray for Tokyo 

From Tokyo, Japan, Bob Pierce of 
World Vision reports that well over 
600 churches in the Greater Tokyo 
area have joined hands for this mighty 
soul-winning venture in a culture more 
than 99% non-Christian. The Crusade 
extends through June 5. 

Pierce adds that Japanese Chris- 
tians “plead with the church through- 
out the rest of the world to stand with 
them in earnest, believing prayer. I am 
humbly grateful for this opportunity of 
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An aircraft, donated by the residents of 
Pontiac, Mich., to the government of the Philip- 
pines for use by the Summer Institute of Linguis- 
tics to supply its personnel engaged in literacy 
and Bible translation at jungle outposts, is 
loaded aboard the submarine-hunting Navy 
carrier Kearsarge on the last leg of its trip to 
Manila. 


helping them minister to the world’s 
largest city, and I add to theirs my 
fervent plea for prayer.” 


People in the News 

Nathan R. Wood, president emeri- 
tus of Gordon College, Beverly Farms, 
Mass., died recently at the age of 86. 
. . . Paul E. Loth, has accepted the of- 
fice of president of the Evangeli- 
cal Teacher Training Association, 
Wheaton, Ill. Loth had been on the 
faculty of Philadelphia College of 
Bible. . . . Herbert C. Jackson, now on 
the faculty of the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, will 
become the director of the Missionary 
Research Library in New York on July 
1. He succeeds Frank M. Price, who is 
retiring. . . . Geoffrey W. Bromiley of 
Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
will receive an honorary doctor of di- 
vinity degree from the University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland. . . . James De- 
Forest Murch, managing editor of 
Christianity Today, has resigned and 
Frank Farrell has been named assistant 
editor of that publication. . . . Charles 
B. Messenger of Boston has been named 
treasurer of Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Philadelphia. . . . Robert D. 
Higley, former president of Higley 
Press, died recently in Butler, Ind., at 
the age of 65. . . . David Morken, after 
nearly 25 years of ministry in the Far 
East as a missionary-evangelist, has 
joined the staff of World Vision as 
Minister-at-Large. 
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than to know you are having a share in 
the Lord’s work through MBI’s many 
ministries—plus the assurance of a guar- 
anteed income as long as you live! 
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1. SINGLE LIFE ANNUITY 


In this form, Moody Bible Insti- 
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A DISTRESSING SURVEY 


Prosperity But No Vitality 


Does the increase in church attend- 
ance indicate the quality of the spiritual 
life of the church? Does the increase in 
church membership guarantee an abid- 
ing faith of the member? 

To these questions, the Congrega- 
tional Christian Church answers with 
an emphatic “No!” In a recent survey 
of its members this denomination was 
dismayed to find that 33% of its 
members admitted that they belonged 
to the church in name only. Of the re- 
maining 67%, 44% were interested in 
the church as an organization for af- 
fording social opportunities; only 23% 
could be considered truly devotional 
claiming an inward experience of 
Christian faith, The survey revealed 
the further distressing fact that the 
unquestioning believer and the devo- 
tional member were dying within the 
denomination and that the overall re- 
ligious life of the church was being 
sapped of its vitality by the ever in- 
creasing inroads of a secularism. 

Dr. Yoshio Fukuyama, the denomi- 
nation’s director of research, declared 
that of the 2/3 who showed a 
stronger religious feeling, the largest 
number approached religion as an or- 
ganizational activity rather than an 
intellectual credo or devotional expe- 
rience. He suggested that the survey 
showed the church is preoccupied with 
having “active organization members” 
at the expense of other expressions of 
religious concern. 

Since the statistics of increasing 
church attendance and the manifest 
spiritual life of the church were not 
in agreement, Dr. Fukuyama endeav- 
ored to discover the reason. He ana- 
lyzed responses from 4,090 members 
of the religiously knowledgeable 
Churches in the North Central and 
North Eastern states. He checked 


these against 79 interviews gathered 


from the respondents to use for illus- 
trative purposes. Through direct ques- 
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tions and indirect, he attempted to 
find out from the church member an 


answer to the big question: “What do 
you mean by religion?” 
To study the religious attitudes 


given by the answers to his question, 
Dr. Fukuyama divided the answers on 
the basis of their religious responses 
into four categories. These consisted 
of the freligiously knowledgeable 
church member, the organizational 
member, the unquestioning believer 
and inward experiencing, devotional 
member. His replies showed that 33% 
did not fit into any of these four cate- 
gories it was necessary to create the 
“nominal” indicating those who were 
members in name only. : 

An interesting byproduct of the 
survey was to find that the “know- 
ledgeable” organizational “members” 
were more socially liberal than those 
with “belief” or “devotion” orienta- 
tion. 

This survey, distressing as it is, of- 
fers a ray of hope for the Church. 
First of all, it demonstrates that at 
long last churches are becoming con- 
cerned about the spiritual life of its 
members. 

Second, the survey indicates that 
though the larger percent of the 
church members are interested in the 
church as an organization, there is an 
intellectual hunger to know what the 
basis of the Christian faith really is. 
Conservatives might well observe this 
and direct their preaching not only to 
the heart of men but also to their 
heads. So many times we overlook 
the fact that men are to be renewed in 
their thinking as well as their feel- 
ings. The survey would indicate that 
good biblical and theological preach- 
ing would be more than welcomed by 
those who are intellectually looking 
for the living bread from Heaven as 
they reject the deadly stones from 
earth 


BEATITUDES 
(Continued from page 14) 


perience that all the gospel is intended 
to lead. God wants to make Himself 
known to us. He wants us to hear His 
voice. He speaks in order that we might 
be blessed. This is what we mean by the 
vision of God. It is nothing less than 
“the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

The Bible, of course, is very plain 
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and tells us very clearly that “here on 


earth we see as in a glass, darkly.” 


There is still much mystery in our 
experience and knowledge of God. 
Much of the divine providence remains 
one great enigma. “We walk by faith 
and not by sight.” Yet our knowledge 
of God is sure as the everlasting hills; 
and before us there is the brightness of 
unbelievable promise: “Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be; but we 
know that when he shall appear we 
shall be like him for we shall see him 
as he is.” Nothing more amazing than 
that can be declared. “The pure in heart 
shall see God.” They are meant for the 
audience chamber of God and they are 
being prepared to enter into the pres- 
ence of the King of Kings. There will 
be a day when we shall see not as in a 
glass darkly but face to face. This is the 
destiny of those whom God calls 
“blessed.” It is of this that the Book 
of Revelation reminds us so _ con- 
stantly. “There shall be no more curse: 
but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it; and his servants 
shall serve him: And they shall see 
his face; and his name shall be in 
their foreheads. And there shall be no 
night there; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun; for the Lord 
God giveth them light: and they shall 
reign for ever and ever.” 

The promise attached to this Beat- 
itude has therefore like the rest both 
a present and a future fulfilment. But 
our knowledge of God here on earth 
and the spiritual discernment that He 
gives to us as our hearts are increas- 
ingly made pure, make the prospect 
of ever-increasing communion with the 
Lord our Redeemer most blessed and 
glorious. Here on earth we know that 
“in his presence there is fullness of 
joy and at His right hand there are 
pleasures forevermore.” And if that be 
so here, what will it be hereafter? 
If here on earth the sight or knowl- 
edge of God is so blessed, what will 
it be when the very presence of sin 
is removed and we stand before Him 
redeemed and transfigured? 

But this vision of God is only for 
the pure in heart. If sin is ever allowed 
to enter, this fellowship is broken im- 
mediately. We must walk in the light 
as He is in the light. If we do that day 
by day, we will find ourselves increas- 
ing in the knowledge of God and grace 
and peace being multiplied unceas- 
ingly. 

There is one final question. What 
part have I to play in maintaining 
this purity of heart? 

There is much I have to do. Oswald 
Chambers wrote: 

“Every now and again the bloom on 

the outside of our life may be sullied. 

God does not shield us from this pos- 

(Continued on page 41) 
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Somebody's Darling? 


CHOOSE ONE FOR YOURSELF 


SPONSOR A KOREAN ORPHAN 
FOR ONLY PENNIES A DAY 





YOU CAN BRING JOY AND PEACE TO A LONESOME 
BOY OR GIRL WHO HUNGERS TO “BELONG” TO SOMEONE 


Only $8 a month or 26 pennies a day insures the orphan you sponsor loving Christian care, 
food and shelter as well as school tuition, which is charged for in Korea. Interest your 
Sunday School or other church group or share a sponsorship with a friend. You will be 
blessed. 


You will welcome the information that no Home is supported by The Everett Swanson 
Evangelistic Association, Inc. until it is truly Christian as to superintendent, entire staff and 
regular practice of prayers and Bible teaching, hymn singing, etc. Children in our Homes 
are being brought up with the intent that they will be future Christian leaders in Korea. 


TWO GOD MAY USE 


One of these is little Choi Mi Ok, No. P-1, above. She has been given a birth date of June 26 
and will be five years old this month. Nothing is known of her past life. She was picked up 
and brought to our Orphanage by the city authorities in January, 1960. She is a lovely child 
and her name means “beautiful-like gem.” 


Another prospective future Christian leader is Kim Jong Kyung, No. P-10. Both of her 
parents were killed during the Korean War by one of our bombers. Relatives cared for her 
a short time and then she was forced to go out and beg for a living. Finally she came to 
our Jinjoo Christian Orphanage. We are proud of her. 


New sponsors are desperately needed to care for the orphans pictured here and many more 
hungry, desolate children wandering the streets. Won’t you be “Mommie or Daddie” to 
one such? PHONE OR WRITE NOW! 
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THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Dept. E-6 Chicago 31, Il. 
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$5.00 a month supports a 
Korean orphan 


10¢ a day will feed a Korean 
child 


“My name is Kim Young. It 
means ‘Fine Jewel.’ I am four 
years old. I don’t know what be- 
came of my parents. I guess I’m 
too small to remember. All I know 
is that these good people found 
me and here I am in the Sang 
Rock orphanage. Now I can 
smile.” 


This could easily be the story of not only 
“Fine Jewel” but the many other wonderful 
kiddies in our Sang Rock orphanage. There 
are hundreds more outside waiting for 
someone who cares enough to give a little. 


You can have a thrilling share in helping 
bring life to these little ones. For mere 
pennies a day a homeless, unloved young- 
ster can have shelter, food and clothing. 


The child you save may become a future 
Christian leader in Korea. 


For 10¢ a day a child can be fed. For 
$5.00 a month a child can be given the 
basic necessities and live in a home where 
Christ is loved and the Bible is taught. Your 
gifts will be graciously received in the Name 
of Christ. 


Write to: 

RUBY ANDERSON 
INTERNATIONAL GOSPEL LEAGUE 
P. O. Box 519 Pasadena, Calif. 
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VOCAL 

Bill Mann, Lyric Tenor. Arranged, di- 
rected and produced by Kurt Kaiser. 
WORD Stereophonic. WST-8047-LP. 
$4.98. W-3105-LP. $3.98. 

Somebody Bigger than You and 1; Spirit of God; 
Sunrise; In the Bleak Midwinter; Just a Closer 
Walk With Thee; Abide With Me. Side two: 
Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head; His Hands; In the 
Hour of Trial; The Peace that Jesus Gives; 
A Heart Like Thine; Leave It There. 

It is impossible to make a definitive 
evaluation of a voice from a recording, 
since so many electronic tricks are pos- 
sible. But Mann’s voice sounds very 
lovely indeed to these old ears, and one 
thing about which there can be no 
doubt is the artistry and charm with 
which he uses that voice. His phrasing 
is stylish, and his treatment of text 
impeccable. 

Kaiser’s instrumental backgrounds 
are wonderfully attractive without being 
too far out, as is sometimes the case. 
Pay particular attention to his imagina- 
tive use of a woodwind quintet in some 
of the songs. 


Hallowed Be Thy Name. Gordon Mac- 
Rae. Orchestra conducted by Van Alex- 
ander. Capitol T 1466. LP. $3.98. 
Beautiful Isle of Somewhere; Jesus Loves Me; 
Nearer My God to Thee; Onward Christian 
Soldiers; The Birthday of a King; The 23rd 
Psalm. Side two: Abide With Me; The Little 
Brown Church; Rock of Ages; Holy, Holy, 
Holy; Hallelujah (The Messiah); The Lord’s 
Prayer. 

One thing you must say for singers 
who have had stage and theatrical ex- 
perience: they always know how to 
“sell” a song. MacRae puts these songs 
over with great assurance and evident 
conviction. Sometimes the voice sounds 
a bit tired and forced, an impression 
which is deepened by the singer’s seem- 
ing lack of any reserves of breath 
supply, but nevertheless the over-all im- 
pression is one of a fine and vigorous 
approach to the songs in question. 

I take violent objection, however, to 
the arrangement of the familiar “Hal- 
lelujah Chorus.” Occasionally old fa- 
vorites must be re-arranged for reasons 
of expediency, but that is surely not 
the case here. The choirmasters among 
my readers might be interested in buy- 
ing this record just to hear this; you'll 
never believe it, boys, unless you listen! 
The piece is transposed down a tone, 
into C major, and then MacRae sings 
it as a solo with choral accompaniment! 
Honestly! And as if that were not 
enough, chimes and snare drum are 
added to the accompaniment! On top 


RECORD REVIEWS 
by Robert Elmore 


of all this, the piece is taken faster 
than I have ever heard it, and I have 
heard some mighty lively performances. 
It deserves a place in anyone’s curio 
collection. 

But for listeners who like the songs 
listed, the rest of the record should give 
much pleasure. 


Pinnacles of Praise. Bill Pearce and 
Dick Anthony with the Concert Orches- 
tra of London. Arranged and conducted 
by Paul Mickelson. WORD Stereo- 
oon WST-8015. $4.98. W-3075-LP. 
3.98. 

Saved, Saved; To Do the Father's Will; Deep 
Down in My Heart; Ivory Palaces; How Great 
Thou Art. Side two: There’s a Song in My 
Heart; Only Jesus; Sweeter as the Years Go 
By; Jesus Led Me All the Way; He Whispered; 
Peace, Be Still; O, Say But I’m Glad. 

For me, the most admirable feature 
of this recording is the absolutely won- 
derful collaboration between the two 
artists. It takes musical intelligence of 
a superior sort to blend one’s individual- 
ity with that of another and produce a 
good ensemble. Duet singing is not the 
same thing as solo singing. Both these 
men evidently know this, and, in the 
eight years they have been singing to- 
gether, have developed a remarkable 
unanimity of sound and artistry. 

The songs they sing are of much the 
same quality (or lack of it) as those 
they sang on a previous recording. If 
their consciences allow them to waste 
their talents on this sort of material, 
that’s their affair. It’s all pleasant, light, 
soupy, and exceedingly well done. 


Treasured Hymns. Marilyn Tuttle with 
the Good Twins. Sue Magnuson, Piano. 
Pattie Stiles, Organ. Sacred LP-3005. 
$4.98. 

Why Should He Love Me So; Who at My Door 
Is Standing; I Am Thine, O Lord; Farther 
Along; Sweet Hour of Prayer; Now the Day 
Is Over. Side two: Near to the Heart of God; 
Softly and Tenderly; Nearer My God to Thee; 
I Need Thee Every Hour; Jesus I Come; It Is 
Well With My Soul. 

Marilyn Tuttle’s voice seems to be a 
sort of husky mezzo-soprano. It is rather 
pleasing in quality, but there is not the 
slightest emotional or dynamic varia- 
tion from one song to another. This is 
a bit hard to understand, since she pro- 
nounces her words distinctly. Surely 
she must know what she is singing 
about. Why then this relentless inflexi- 
bility? 

Perhaps in person she is a more in- 
teresting singer. Could this be another 
case of an over-zealous recording engi- 
neer leveling out every last vestige of 
interest? 


MISCELLANEOUS 
Cavalcade of Word Artists. WORD 
Stereophonic. WSTD-50. $4.98. LP. 


$3.98. 

Battle Hymn of the Republic (Paul Mickelson 
directing the Cathedral Symphony of London 
and the Paul Mickelson Choir); I Never Walk 
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Alone (Bill Mann, tenor); Jesus Is All the 
World to Me (Melody Four Quartet); He’s Got 
the Whole World in His Hand (Frank Boggs, 
bass); Jesus Is the Sweetest Name I Know 
(Lew Charles, organ); He Heals Every Heart- 
ache (Flo Price, soprano); Jesus Paid It All 
(Kurt Kaiser, piano); The Lord’s Prayer (Fague 
Springman, baritone). Side two: Lead Me to 
Some Soul Today (Dick Anthony Choristers) ; 
How Big Is God (Bill Carle, bass); At the 
Cross (Charles and Magnuson, piano and organ) ; 
I Do, Don’t You? (Ethel Waters with Paul 
Mickelson Orchestra and Choir); Just When I 
Need Him Most (Claude Rhea, tenor); To God 
Be the Glory (Les Barnett, organ); Great Get- 
tin’ Up Mornin’ (J. T. Adams, tenor, with the 
Men of Texas); Beyond the Sunset (Bill Pearce 
and Dick Anthony); Singing (Ronnie Avalone, 
tenor). 

This album must have been produced 
just for me, and for those readers who 
are interested in a good, representative 
record to start with. This record is 
nothing if not representative; from its 
shiny surfaces emanate some of the 
loveliest most heart-warming sounds 
you will ever want to hear, and from it 
also comes a bit of the cheaper, more 
tawdry aspect of what is loosely termed 
“religious music.” 

But if you want an album that will 
give you a good cross-section of this 
type of music, I can highly recommend 
this one. Some of it is very fine. Not 
everyone cares for the presently popu- 
lar arrangement of the “Battle Hymn of 
the Republic,” but, like it or not, you 
can’t fail to admire Paul Mickelsen’s 
immaculate performance of it. 

There’s lots of singing here, some of 
it wonderful, and all of it interesting. 
To mention a few: Frank Boggs uses 
his exceptional voice in an _ utterly 
charming rendition of a Spiritual; Fague 
Springman sings “The Lord’s Prayer” 
very well, except for an unfortunate ad- 
diction to scooping. As far as I am con- 
cerned, the one song by the one and 
only Ethel Waters is worth the whole 
record. The two organ solos sound as 
if they were played by tired theater 
organists, but perhaps mine is a minor- 
ity opinion. Anyway, their numbers 
don’t last long. I think you ought to get 
this album; there’s so much in it to 
enjoy. 


DICTION 
Charlton Heston reads from The Life 
and the Passion of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to the Gospels with 
the Robert De Cormier Chorale. Van- 
guard. VRS 9080/1. 

The distinguished actor, Charlton 
Heston, reads with great skill and dedi- 
cation. Most of us probably prefer to 
read these “wonderful words of life” 
for ourselves, in order to stop and medi- 
tate as the Spirit moves us. And yet 
there is surely a place for a spoken ver- 
sion, especially when it is so magnifi- 
cently done as it is here. Heston’s use 
of his vocal organ is that of a highly- 
skilled craftsman, and I would think 
that many ministers would profit by 
analyzing his emphases. 

Not the least of the attractions of 
this two-disc album is the beautiful 
singing by the Robert DeCormier Chor- 
ale. The spirituals chosen are appro- 
priate, and are reverently and beauti- 
fully done. 


June 1961 








But... WELCOME PTL! 


Pocket Testament League Moves on to 


SOUTH AMERICA 


God is calling PTL to South America at one of the most critical hours in the 
history of that vast Continent. 

137,000,000 people in 13 countries are poised for a great thrust forward. 
They look to the future with determination and hope. 

The forces of democracy in South America are laboring earnestly to solve the 
difficult political, social and economic problems. But Communist influences 
are also busily engaged in fomenting discord and revolution. This is an hour 
when Christians of our country should unitedly pray for a great movement of the 
Spirit of God in South America as our PTL teams begin a continent-wide 
Scripture distribution and evangelization campaign in hearty cooperation with 
the noble army of missionaries and national Christians in each country. 

Enemies of human freedom and of the Gospel of God's grace may seek to 
interfere with our teams in this great task. We need your prayers for their 
safety and your generous support to provide ample supplies of Scriptures in 
the new Spanish and Portuguese texts. 


CHINA © JAPAN + KOREA © AFRICA © EUROPE 
and NOW SOUTH AMERICA 


Alfred A. Kunz, International Director 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


Dept. E, 49 Honeck Street, Englewood, New Jersey 
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° Please send me further information on the new South America Campaign ~ 
e * 
$ Name ° 
° : 
$ ‘Address. e 
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APOLOGETICS 


Goliath defied the Lord and laughed 
at David's weapons. He did not reckon 
$ with a God-guided missile. Biblical 
apologetics needs David’s foolhardy 

faith. We must go forth in the name 
! of the Lord to meet the wisdom of the 

’ world with the folly of the cross. Only 

Christ, the power and wisdom of God, 
> can make captive the modern mind. 


Cornelius Van Til, Th.M., Ph.D. 


The artist commis- 
sioned to paint Dr. Van 
Til’s portrait caught a 
warm and informal 
image: the Presiding 
Fellow of the seminary 

faculty stands before a 
: blackboard full of cir- 
4 cles, grids and jottings, 

the chalk trail of a lec- 
¢ ture in flight. The Defense of the Faith, one 
of his recent books, is an apt title for his 
ministry. His detailed grasp of current theol- 
ogy serves a crusade for biblical apologetics. 


Robert D. Knudsen, S.T.M., Ph. D. 
“The Fate of Freedom in 
Modern Philosophy” is 
the intriguing subject 
of one of Dr. Knudsen’s 
graduate electives on 
contemporary themes. 
His degrees from Union 
Theological Seminary, 
N. Y., and the Free 
University, Amsterdam, 
furnish strong background for his analysis of 
the crucial dialogues of our times. He is at 
home in the biblical languages and widely read 
in German philosophy and French existentialism. 
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Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 
For information, write 

The Director of Admissions, 







Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia 18, Pa. 











Looking for a Co-educational 
CHRISTIAN | HIGH SCHOOL 


& agp [ 
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Box 65, SHARK RIveR HILLs 
NEPTUNE, NEW JERSEY 
Att. Dr. John J. McCall 
Distinctive Christian Education Grades 7—12 











40 








In this department of ETERNITY Magazine, Herbert Henry Ehrenstein answers 
questions regarding biblical understanding, spiritual truth and the Christian life. 


Question: I find it hard to listen to God speak to me. Can you give me some 
help in this? 


ANSWER: First, make certain that you are in right relationship with God. God 
is not on speaking terms with everyone. He makes Himself and His will known 
only to those who have been born again. No unsaved person can expect to have 
God communicate with him. “The natural man does not receive the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he is not able to under- 
stand them; they must be spiritually discerned” (I Cor. 2:14). Further, any 
child of God who is out of the divine will discovers that God is silent. “If I 
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Ps. 66:18). And if He 
refuses to hear us, He will similarly refuse to make Himself known to us until 
we return to fellowship with Him. 

Of course, we must not expect to hear an audible voice speaking to us. Some 
pious Christian people long to hear voices and see visions. In Bible times 
God sometimes appeared in visible form and spoke audibly. But now that the 
written Word of God has been completed, God no longer speaks to us through 
His Word. 

As we meditate on Scripture, asking the Holy Spirit to speak to us through 
the sacred page, He will “speak” to us. Only, we must be alert for the Spirit’s 
leading as He guides us to certain truths in our reading which He particularly 
wants us to know. The more familiar we become with the content of the Word, 
the more we will. know His will for our lives. This is why it is so important for 
the Christian to saturate his mind with Scripture, since this is the medium through 
which God “speaks”—through His Word. 


Question: Is there a difference between religion and Christianity? Your magazine 
seems to hold such a distinction. 


ANSWER: The dictionary defines “religion” as the service and adoration of God 
or a god as expressed in forms of worship; one of the systems of faith and 
worship. Such a definition would adequately fit any of the so-called great world 
religions including, in a general sense, Christianity. But, biblical Christianity 
is more than a religion or a system of faith and worship. It is a life to be lived. 
Paul suggests the true significance of Christianity when he wrote: “. . . it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ living in me . . .” (Gal. 2:20). And again, “Christ 
in you .. .” (Col. 1:27). This is Christianity—Christ Jesus living His divine life 
through us. Worship, prayers, service, faith—all these factors the Christian shares 
with other religions. But Christianity is unique, in that a risen, living Lord 
condescends to dwell in us and work out His eternal plan through His Church. 


Question: The Bible tells us that we who are saved are “servants” or “bondslaves” 
of God. Isn’t this a rather distant relationship for those whom He loves and who 
are members of His family? 


ANSWER: “Bondslave” sounds rather distant to our American ears, since we 
have long officially repudiated slavery in our land. However, the oriental slave 
was often considered a member of the family. See how, in Abraham’s life, his 
slave was taken into confidence. In Jesus’ parable, the slave and the steward 
(who was a slave) were on intimate terms of trust with their masters. Paul writes 
of the pedagogue (“schoolmaster,” K.J.V.) who was a slave, and yet the master’s 
children were put in his care (Gal. 3:24, 25). Indeed, the Old Testament slave 
was so well treated that frequently, when his period of servitude was over, he 
chose to stay on with his master voluntarily (Exod. 21:2-6). So, being a 
“bondslave” of Jesus Christ is not at all degrading; it signifies our willingness 
to serve Him for life. 

However, this is not the only designation we have in Scripture. Believers are 
“children of God” (John 1:12, RSV), “friends” of Jesus (John 15:14, 15), and 
even “brethren” of the Lord (Heb. 2:11). Our relationship to God through Christ 
is a most intimate one made possible through the cross. 
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BEATITUDES 
(Continued from page 33) 


sibility, because in this way we real- 
ize the necessity of maintaining the 
vision by personal purity. If the 
spiritual bloom of our life with God 
is getting impaired in the tiniest de- 
gree, we must leave off everything 
and get it put right. Remember that 
vision depends on _ character—the 
pure in heart see God. God makes 
us pure by His sovereign grace, but 
we have something to look after, this 
bodily life by which we come in con- 
tact with other people and with other 
points of view; it is these that are apt 
to sully. Not only must the inner 
sanctuary be kept right with God, 
but the outer courts as well are to 
be brought into perfect accord with 
the purity God gives us by His 
grace.” 

This is our responsibility. We must 
turn our back on all known sin. We 
must give heed to the call of the 
Apostle: “Having therefore these 
promises dearly beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God.” We are called to “sanc- 
tify the Lord God in our hearts.” Like 
our Savior we are summoned for the 
sake of the brethren “to sanctify our- 
selves.” This is our task as it is our 
highest glory. And as we the more 
learn to abhor that which is evil and 
to cleave to that which is good, so 
the more will the vision beatific be 
granted and our lives be blessed with 
the very fullness of God. 

There is one thing more. This Be- 
atitude holds at its heart a great warn- 
ing for there is a vision of God which 
the impure in heart will some day 
know and terrible indeed that vision 
will be. Dr. Alexander Maclaren, 
prince of preachers of last century, 
when speaking to his people on the 
Sixth Beatitude closed his message 
with these words: 

“There is a vision of God possible to 

an impure heart in which there is no 

blessedness. There comes a day in 
which ‘they shall call upon the rocks 
to fall and cover them from the face 
of Him that sits upon the Throne.’ 

The alternative is before each of us 

—either ‘every eye shall see Him, and 

they also which pierced Him; and all 

kindreds of the earth shall wail be- 
cause of Him’; or, ‘I shall behold 

Thy face in righteousness. I shall be 

satisfied, when I awake, with Thy 

likeness.’ ” 

This is the solemn challenge which 
is at the very heart of the Sixth Be- 
atitude. Here once more the absolute 
either-or-ness of the gospel is revealed. 
May God give you and me grace to 
desire to be holy as He is holy, to 
pray “Create in me a clean heart, O 
God,” and thereby to prove the 
Savior’s word—‘“Blessed are the pure 
in heart for they shall see God.” 


June 1961 








TODAY'S COLLEGE 


— MORE THAN EVER — 


needs Christ at its center to prepare 
responsible leaders for tomorrow's world 


For information and catalog, write 
Director of Admissions 





EASTERN BAPTIST COLLEGE 
ST. DAVIDS, PENNSYLVANIA 




















Y SPECIAL REQUEST 


Your overwhelming response, 
in telling us of the Bible 
Study Hour messages by Dr. 

Barnhouse you would most 

prefer to hear again, has been 

an unspeakable blessing to us, and we 
thank you for it. 


In answer to your requests, we are 
delighted to announce that we have 
scheduled the following eleven mes- 
sages on the dates indicated. We trust 
you will find new blessings and fresh 
truths in hearing these messages 
which you consider to be the mountain 
peaks of Dr. Barnhouse’s 12-year 
Bible Study Hour ministry. 


- MAY 21—The Obedient Heart may 28—The 
Joy of Obedience suNE 4—How Beautiful 
the Feet suneE 11—Oil and Wine June 18 
—Life Cannot Separate Us JUNE 25—Power 
of Evil Cannot Separate Us suny 2—No 
Separation JsuLy 9—Calling On the Name of 
the Lord JuLty 16—Who Died at Calvary? 
JULY 23—The Responsive Heart JuLy 30— 
Sheep That Conquer 


The Bible Study Hour 
Box 2000, Philadelphia 3, Penna. 
14 Park Road, Toronto 5, Ontario 





Sundays on the NBC Radio Network and Other Selected Stations. 
See your newspaper for time and station in your area. 
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NEW BOOKS 





The Gospel According to St. John 

How to Get Along -with People in the Church 
A Doctor’s Casebook in the Light on the Bible 
The Greatness of the Kingdom 


Elisabeth Elliot 
R. V. G. Tasker 
A Donald Bell 
Paul Tournier 
Alva J. McClain 
John F. Walvoord 
E. M. Blaiklock 


The Savage My. Kinsman 


The Millennial Kingdom 
Faith Is the Victory 


Photojournalism at its Very Best 


In word and pictures, Betty Elliott tells a 
dramatic story of life among the Auca Indians. 


THE SAVAGE MY KINSMAN. Elisa- 
beth Elliot. Harper. 160 pp. $5.95. 


The reviewer is Russell T. Hitt, editor 
of ETERNITY Magazine. 


Betty Elliot’s handsome new book, 
The Savage My Kinsman, will attract 
two kinds of readers. There will be 
those who will be thrilled by the sym- 
phony of beauty produced by the 
camera of Mrs. Elliot and her good 
friend and instructor in photography, 
the renowned Cornell Capa, of Life 
Magazine. And there will be those that 
will revel first in the pictures and then 
go on to read the text. 

It would be a reader of strong char- 
acter indeed who would not feast his 
eyes first on the photography which in 
swift fashion takes the reader to live 
vicariously in the Ecuadorian jungle 
with the Aucas. One could spend time 
discussing the rare artistry of the 
photography, the design of the book 
and the placement of the pictures. 
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This is photojournalism at its very 
best. 

A sort of contrapuntal effect is 
achieved by using blonde Valerie El- 
liot, the author’s daughter, as a subject 
contrasted against the copper-toned 
bodies of the Indians. It is not only 
the contrast of skin and hair color; it 
is much more than that. It is culture 
against culture and innocence against 
savagery, yet within the scale of a 
common humanity. 

Even capable Mrs. Elliot would be 
stumped for words in trying to de- 
scribe the final shot of the volume— 
Valerie holding the hand of one of 
her father’s murderers as they walk 
toward the river to go fishing. 

Just as a picture book, Kinsman 
would have been a success, but the 
reader who only browses through the 
photographs has missed the greatness 
of the work. 

Brought face to face with life in a 
primitive culture, Betty Elliot thinks 
aloud about the basic issues of what it 
means to be a Christian in any cul- 
ture. She comes up with some startling 
conclusions. Some of her thinking will 
be revolutionary to the old guard in 
conservative circles. If they really hear 
what Betty Elliot is saying, they will 
be shocked to the center of their being. 

“Man has one desperate need,” she 
writes. “It is God. This means redemp- 


firewood, 


tion from self. Christ came into the 
world to offer this redemption. One 
man, by his own efforts, or by what- 
ever we may call progress, is not in 
any wise capable of making himself 
less needy of Christ than another man. 
I realized that I had thought of the 
Auca as being particularly needy, un- 
consciously equating the level of his 
culture with the level of his morals. 
Now I found ‘raw’ savagery no more 
awesome than the familiar variety. I 
thought of the words of Jesus: ‘This 
is the judgment—that light has en- 
tered the world and men have pre- 
ferred darkness to light because their 
deeds are evil.’ ” 

Again she bares her soul and con- 
fesses: . . . “I was faced with the fact 
that socially I had nothing whatever 
to offer the Aucas. Any comparison 
between myself and them, from this 
standpoint, was painful to me. Why 
was I here? 

“There was no answer but the sim- 
plest, most elemental: Jesus Christ. 
To obey Him, to present Him.” 

In other lighter portions of the book 
Missionary Elliot ponders the prob- 
lems of “identification” with the peo- 
ple she has come to evangelize. After 
describing the simplicity of living most 
of a 24-hour day in a hammock in a 
“house” without walls; trying to split 
eating jungle delicacies, 


lt was Gikita who thrust the first spear in the massacre of the five missionaries. 











Valerie Elliot walks hand in hand with one 
of her father’s killers across a jungle stream. 


Betty Elliot decided she is a foreigner 
and not too smart a one at that. 

Those who have read more optimis- 
tic accounts of the way in which the 
Aucas are turning to Christ will be 
puzzled by Betty Elliot’s caution. She 
is slow about making any pronounce- 
ments about spiritual life being evi- 
denced by her Auca kinsmen. She is 
ready to admit that Indians possess 
certain moral standards that in some 
areas of life contrast sharply with the 
insincerities of western culture. But 
whether they possess life in Jesus 
Christ is something else. 

The matter of treating nakedness in 
the book will inevitably be raised in 
some circles. Some of my very good 
friends were shocked by the photo- 
graphs of unclothed Indians. After 
studying the matter carefully, I have 
come to the conclusion that there isn’t 
a single prurient picture in the vol- 
ume. Both the author and her publisher 
have exercised the utmost restraint 
and good taste in handling what could 
be difficult matter. I, for one, am not 
ready to call up Anthony Comstock 
from the dead. 

After all, it is not clothing but a re- 
deemed heart that changes a man’s 
character. In our  clothes-conscious 
culture, there is no lessening of our 
bent toward sin. Mrs. Elliot has some- 
thing to say about the Auca that is 
pertinent: 
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“He does not wear clothing, but he 
has a strict code of modesty and is 
totally free from the American pre- 
occupation with the human body, and 
all the absurd inhibitions this in- 
volves.” 

Somehow in this book Betty Elliot 
lets us see how all of us are naked be- 
fore God. The filthy rags of our own 
culture aren’t sufficient. Our need, like 
the Aucas of Ecuador or Philadel- 
phia’s Main Line, is the robe of 
Christ’s righteousness. 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. 
JOHN: Tyndale Bible Commentary, 
Vol. 4. R. V. G. Tasker. Eerdmans. 
237 pp. $3. 

The reviewer is Herbert Henry Ehren- 


stein, contributing editor of ETERNITY 
Magazine. 


To attempt a commentary on John’s 
Gospel in 237 pages seems almost an 
absurdity. The fourth Gospel is so 
filled with significant Christian truth 
it is impossible to adequately cover 
it in so small a space. 

Yet, in keeping with the format of 
the new Tyndale commentaries, 
R.V.G. Tasker, general editor of the 
series and professor of New Testa- 
ment Exegesis at the University of 
London, has brought his exegetical 
skill to bear in this commentary on 
John. 

There are 26 pages of introductory 
material on the questions of author- 
ship, date and purpose of John’s Gos- 
pel. Tasker is not convinced that 
John the Apostle was the actual 
writer of the gospel which bears his 
name. He feels that one of his con- 





SPIRITUAL HUMAN RELATIONS 


Methods Worth Weight in Gold 


HOW TO GET ALONG WITH PEOPLE 
IN THE CHURCH. A. Donald Bell. 
Zondervan. 159 pp. $2.50. 


The reviewer is Robert St. Clair, min- 
ister of the North Hill United Presbyterian 
Church, Akron, Ohio. 


The very title “How to Get Along 
With People in the Church” is a 
rather pathetic confession that the 
church’s ship, destined for the king- 
dom of peace and chartered on the 
course of love, too often ends in 
shipwreck on the shoals of treacher- 
ous human relations. Interclique squab- 
bles, split churches and _ warfare 
with the minister have turned millions 
away from the appeal of Christ 
through otherwise doctrinally ortho- 
dox congregations. 

Dr. A. Donald Bell, Director of 
Graduate Studies in Religious Edu- 
cation and Professor of Psychology 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, proves once again that good 
intentions and sincere dedication are 
not guarantees to perfect harmony. 
Modern psychology can combine with 
Christian love in enabling us to un- 
derstand the needs and responses of 
those with whom we work. 

There is no theoretical jargon in 
this deeply spiritual book. The student 
pastor or layman about to embark on 
some field of service will study con- 
cise techniques for suitable dress, ar- 
ranging conference rooms, direct and 
indirect leadership with groups and 
individuals, and leading persons out 
of disagreements. The thesis is that 
leaders ought to study the responses 
of those about them, plan the best 
methods of dealing with them, and 
then employ those techniques which 


will honor Christ and enable persons 
to effectively mobilize their energies 
in joyful rapport. We would expect 
from the author’s background that 
heavy weight would be given to edu- 


cation and the Rogerian client-cen- . 


tered methods of counseling. He 
writes: “A Christian leader will al- 
ways have a teaching element in his 
leadership—an educational point of 
view. He will also have a human 
relations (counseling) frame of refer- 
ence, if his administration is person- 
centered.” 

The techniques for dealing with dis- 
couraged and disgruntled workers are 
worth their weight in gold. The au- 


thor might have been accused of: 


mechanical oversimplification if he 
had not stated that we do not simply 
don these roles. The spiritual disci- 
plines by which we become sponta- 
neously expert in using the right 
method at the right time in the right 
way are left to other books. It is a 
question of having Christ inspire us 
to iove skilfully. 

Only superficially does Bell touch 
on the curse of the church, that is, 
the fangs of a neurotic-directed 
coterie sinking deeper into the heart 
of a church until the pastor and con- 
gregation lie crippled. In this area we 
need deeper and more courageous 
thinking in the areas of discipline, 
the role of the minister, lay leader- 
ship and denominational guidance. 
But suffocation by neurotics hasn’t be- 
deviled all of us, and Bell rightly 
assumes we all want to prevent little 
problems from becoming big ones. 
No one who has studied the methods 
of Christ and Paul will say that Bell’s 
techniques will fail if applied. 
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temporaries may have penned it un- 
der John’s supervision. This view will 
not find too much welcome among 
strong adherents of Johannine au- 
thorship. 

The Gospel is treated by sections 
with concise commentary, followed by 
“additional notes” for each section 
where warranted. Frankly, I found 
the book vague and sketchy even at 
some of the most important places. 
Space limitations are partly respon- 
sible. For this reason, we cannot see 
the real value of the Tyndale series 
as a whole. This volume, at least, is 
too technical to be of interest to the 
layman, and not exhaustive enough 
to be of real benefit to the teacher or 
clergyman. It is therefore in the awk- 
ward position of not ministering ade- 
quately to either group. 

I wish Tasker had undertaken a 
really comprehensive commentary on 
the fourth gospel, a work which would 
have been of far greater help. 


A DOCTOR’S CASEBOOK IN THE 
LIGHT OF THE BIBLE. Paul Tour- 
nier. Harper. 256 pp. $3.50. 

The reviewer is Dr. C. Everett Koop, 
surgeon-in-chief of the Children’s Hos- 
pital, Philadelphia. 

The title of this excellent work by 
Tournier is unfortunately misleading. 
Furthermore the jacket speaks of the 
healing power of biblical faith seen 
through actual case histories. True 
there is some of this, but the case 
histories are simply ‘illustrative of a 
deeper concern of the author’s, the 
objective and subjective aspects of ill- 
ness. 

Tournier presents a technique of 
Bible study in perspective, answering 
the perplexing questions of life but 
seeking at no time to be or to make 
of the reader an amateur theologian 
or exegete. 

Although a physician and a psy- 
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chiatrist with no paltry association 
with science, he points out the ab- 
surdity of a purely scientific explan- 
ation for the world, presents science 
as a gift from God, and the Bible as 
a cure for éxaggerated intellectualism. 

After a solid section on_ biblical 
perspective, there follows a fascinat- 
ing portion on Magic, its conflict with 
science, the Bible, and its effects on 
the individual. Then almost as a de- 


tective story unfolds, Tournier looks 
into the meaning of life, death, dis- 
ease, and healing and gives biblical 
reasons to answer the questions he 
believes are tormenting his patients. 

Some readers with a narrow view 
of the church will question some of 
the author’s points of view concern- 
ing Roman Catholicism. From other 
quarters criticism may be expected in 
reference to his views on contracep- 


tion, confession, and miracles which 
have taken place at Lourdes. 

Even though this book may be ad- 
vertised as one on healing, the pros- 
pective reader should be aware that 
by his very discussion of Magic, 
Tournier spikes the guns of that va- 
riety of “healer” who uses God rather 
than serves Him. 

An exceptional book written by a 
Christian of insight and perception, 





THE DISPENSATIONAL VIEW 


Eschatology by Chart 


THE GREATNESS OF THE KINGDOM. 
Alva J. McClain. Zondervan. 556 


pp. $6.95. 

THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM. John F. 
Walvoord. Dunham. 373 pp. 
$4.95. 


The reviewer is Paul Erb. executive 
secretary of the Mennonite Church and 
author of “The Alpha and the Omega” 
(Herald). 

That eschatology is one of the chief 
concerns of theologians today is evi- 
denced by the continuing flood of 
writing on the subject. These two 
books are an important contribution 
to the current discussion, for both of 
them represent the viewpoint of the 
dispensational school of theology, 
which has won wide acceptance since 
its introduction by J. N. Darby 130 
years ago. 

Both authors are well-trained theo- 
logians and are recognized as spokes- 
men for their school of thought. 
McClain is president of Grace Theo- 
logical Seminary at Winona Lake, Ind. 
Walvoord is president of Dallas Theo- 
logical Seminary in Texas. 

McClain’s book is Volume V, and 
the first to be published, of a pro- 
jected series on Christian Theology. 
Walvoord’s book is largely a revision 
of material which was published in 
Bibliotheca Sacra. 

Dispensationalism is here developed 
as a theological system, and whether 
one disagrees or agrees, these treat- 
ments will stand as definitive for the 
school of thought. 

McClain distinguishes between the 
universal and mediatorial aspects of 
the divine Kingdom, but devotes most 
of his space to a setting forth of the 
mediatorial Kingdom in Old Testa- 
ment History and Prophecy, of the 
proffer of the Kingdom by Christ, and 
its rejection by the Jews, and of the 
mediatorial reign of Christ in the fu- 
ture millennium. 

Walvoord sets forth the three lead- 
ing millennial views—postmillennial- 
ism, amillennialism, and premillen- 
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nialism—and then argues for the 
superiority of dispensational premil- 
lennialism, which he does not suffi- 
ciently distinguish from historical 
premillennialism. 

To those already committed to dis- 
pensationalism these books are com- 


forting confirmation. But to the 
unconvinced they bristle with dif- 
ficulties. 


It seems to me that the system de- 
termines its interpretation of the 
Scriptures rather than being iself 
based on sound exegesis. It is sig- 
nificant that McClain begins the pub- 
lication of his theology with his 
eschatology. Although he condemns 
the use of some “key” to unlock the 
mystery of Scripture, he makes every- 
thing fit the scheme of a political, 
theocratic kingdom foretold in the 
Old Testament and realized only in a 
post-advent millennium. New Testa- 
ment references (Rom. 14:17, I Cor. 
4:20, Col. 1:13, Col. 4:11, I Thess. 
2:12; If Thess. 1:5, and Heb. 12:28) 
are explained away as being only de 
jure for the present church, but to be 
realized de facto in a future millen- 
nium. Walvoord argues that there must 
be people saved during the tribulation 
period, and not translated at its end, 
for a population of saints to live on 
the earth during the millennium must 
be provided! Though the Bible says 
nothing about it, there will be a judg- 
ment of millennial saints, because it is 
“necessary”! There is no New Testa- 
ment revelation concerning the resur- 
rection of Israel, but the Old Testa- 
ment “seems” to place it after the 
tribulation. Walvoord says that “the 
whole doctrine of prophecy should be 
allowed to be the guide for the inter- 
pretation of details.” Does this mean 
one should first set up the general 
chart of events, and then place the de- 
tails, even creating them if they are 
lacking? 

It is disturbing to have the Church, 
the Body of Christ, made a second 
best. Christ came to establish the 


Kingdom, but when it was rejected, 
the Kingdom was postponed until the 
millennium, and the Church, un- 
heralded in the Old Testament was 
provided to fill a parenthesis. Even 
after Pentecost, McClain tells us, 
there was a _ probationary period 
during which the Kingdom was pro- 
claimed. But as the Kingdom is re- 
jected, the testimony concerning the 
Church becomes prominent. Although 
the Church is “destined to occupy the 
highest place” in the millennial King- 
dom, one gets the impression that it 
would have been better to have the 
Kingdom without the “interregnum” 
of the Church. The better covenant of 
which the New Testament speaks is 
not the new covenant prophesied in 
the Old Testament, which will come 
into effect only in the millennial King- 
dom. Is there then a third covenant, 
better than that under which we now 
live in Christ? 

Dispensationalism admittedly rests 
primarily on the Old Testament. The 
New Testament only confirms. The 
doctrine of Israel is central to this 
system. Israel’s place as distinct from 
Gentiles is eternal. Evidently the mid- 
dle wall of partition is not really 
broken down. Even the Jews who are 
in the Church have a separate identity. 

Millenarianism, it is maintained, re- 
sults from a literal interpretation of 
the Scriptures. Yet our authors can 
spiritualize when their interpretation 
requires it. Egypt and Assyria as 
blessed in the millennium are a 
“token” of world-wide benefit. Chris- 
tians are Abraham’s seed (Gal. 3:29) 
“only in a spiritual sense.” Forever 
means only 1,000 years (passim), or 
“as long as this present earth con- 
tinues.” Hosea is an allegory, “a figure 
and not an actual marriage.” The res- 
urrection of Daniel 12:2 is not a gen- 
eral physical resurrection, but the 
national revival of Israel. They rec- 
ognize that spiritual reality is literal, 
yet insist that a literal kingdom must 
be political. 

I am most uneasy about the impli- 
cation that the death and resurrection 
of Christ are incidental rather than 
central to God’s whole plan of re- 
demption. If the Kingdom had been 
accepted when Christ came; would He 
have needed to die at all? McClain 
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which should be read by anyone who 
seeks to understand the meaning of 
illness. 


FAITH IS THE VICTORY. E. M. Blaik- 
lock. Eerdmans. 64 pp. $2.00. 
The reviewer is Robert C. Campbell, 

dean and professor of New Testament at 

California Baptist Theological Seminary. 


Here is a popular exposition of I 





says, “The objector may well be re- 
minded . . . that there was once in Old 
Testament history a theocratic king- 
dom on earth before Messiah died, 
and therefore the possibility need not 
be rejected on a priori grounds.” So 
far does one go who makes an earthly 
kingdom rather than the cross the cli- 
max of Christ’s work for men. 

And -what is the dispensational goal 
of Christ’s work for men? It is an 
ideal theocracy in which church and 
state are united; in which perfect 
saints, commuting from heavenly su- 
burbs, will rule over imperfect ones on 
the earth; in which, although there is 
no war, no injustice, no disease, there 
is sin and death; in which the rebel- 
lious will be held in check by stern, 
iron rule; and which shall culminate, 
when the divine restraint is relaxed, in 
a massive rebellion of the unregener- 
ate born during the millennium, thus 
demonstrating again the wickedness of 
the human heart. 

Only at the end of the millennium 
shall the mediatorial kingdom merge 
with the universal kingdom, and two 
thrones shall become one. Only then 
will the kingdom be purged of all evil. 
The millennium is not the goal, after 
all, to which the whole redemptive 
drama moves, but only the last bridge 
to the eternal shore. 

The hopeful thing to me is that, 
whatever course we think divine his- 
tory takes, all Bible believers arrive 
ultimately at the same place. Walvoord 
admits that the premillennialists and 
the conservative amillennialists both 
hold the essential doctrines of the 
Scriptures and of salvation. He says 
the controversy between millennial 
views often has “more sound and fury” 
than facts. Any Bible-believing Chris- 
tian, without being a dispensational 
premillenarian, can say amen to 
McClain’s last paragraph: 

“Thus in His last historic word from 
heaven, our Lord writes once more 
over the portals of the Church that 
‘Blessed Hope’ under which she must 
live and labor during every moment of 
her existence upon the earth. And if 
we are wise in the simplicity of the 
Word of God, we shall respond in the 
words of the ‘beloved disciple,’ who 
heard and recorded the message: 

‘Even so, come, Lord Jesus.’ ” 
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John by an able expositor who pre- 
sented these addresses last year be- 
fore the meetings of the British Kes- 
wick. Professor E. M. Blaiklock, a 
capable scholar in the tradition of 
Sir William Ramsay, serves as pro- 
fessor of classics in the University 
College, Auckland, New Zealand. 

The author presents his own trans- 
lation of this vital New Testament 
Book, and deals with the contents in 
four presentations: (1) God is Light, 
(2) The World, (3) God is Love, 
(4) The Victory. 

This work is not a commentary in 
the usual sense. It is rather a de- 
votional discussion of outstanding 
themes observed throughout I John. 
These discussions are illustrated with 
profound exegetical insights, relevant 
archaeological data, and the author’s 
knowledge of classic literature. 

The preacher or teacher in need of 
a thoroughly critical exegetical com- 
mentary will be disappointed by this 
work. The brevity of the presentation 
leaves much to be desired. An ex- 
pansion of these lectures with an eye 





to the needs of the reading public 
(a task obviously within the abilities 
of the author) would have made this 
work more useful as a guide. 

In a day when relevant expository 
preaching is so desperately needed this 
work will stand in judgment on much 
of the shallow and unstudied presen- 
tation of our pulpits. The professor 
here shows the preacher how to do 
his job! The aptness of illustration, 
the clarity of presentation, and the 
life-centeredness of the content should 
have a salutary effect on the presen- 
tation, as well as the understanding 
and devotion, of the reader. 

This book can be read in an evening 
—with profit beyond the brief time 
expanded. Indeed one remains dis- 
tressed that there is not more. Dr. 
Blaiklock exhibits a flare for’ mean- 
ingful word studies. Nevertheless the 
reader is left with only a taste of his 
abilities of unfolding these riches to 
the linguistic novice. To read is not 
to experience disappointment, but to 
have your appetite whetted and still 
unsatiated. 
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When the Teakettle Burned Dry 


By LILLIAN GRAFFAM 





Did you ever leave the teakettle on the fire, and by the time you 
remembered it, it was dry and burned out? I did that once—in the home 
of a friend. Fortunately it was a heavy cast aluminum kettle. Forgetting 
is sometimes caused by a busy or burdened mind. I was in a state of 
emotional upheaval brought on by physical fatigue and spiritual defeat 
(often these attack us at the same time). My friend told me what 
I had done, and I offered to replace the kettle. She responded, “O that 
won’t be necessary. It was actually a good thing, because it burned out 
the thick accumulation of mineral deposits, and now the kettle is clean.” 

What a spiritual lesson for me! The fire of trouble and misunder- 
standing had been so hot I thought it would consume me; but I learned 
that God didn’t intend to destroy me, but only to remove the accumu- 
lation of hard deposits in my nature. We allow many things to accumu- 
late day by day, such as sinful practices, anger, resentments, an 
unforgiving spirit, and need to “purge” ourselves from these in order 
to be a vessel unto honor. 

Psalm 32:7 could literally mean, “Thou shalt preserve me from the 
ill effects of trouble.” It is God’s desire and design, by the controlled 
flame of His loving discipline, to consume the dross, not the vessel, 
leaving the vessel clean and usable. So trouble need not do us permanent 
harm, but can actually be beneficial. 

Faithful Lord, we thank Thee that Thou dost stand by, so that we 
are not forgotten when exposed to the hot fire of affliction. We can be 
at peace even in the crucible, because we are sure we will not be left 
there one moment longer than necessary. May we welcome the fire that 
would separate the dross from the vessel, that we might be a “vessel 
unto honor, fit for the Master’s use.” 
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“THE LAND OF THE BIBLE SERIES” 


New 16 MM Bible Background 
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A PICTORIAL 
GEOGRAPHY: 
Describes the 
geographical importance 
of the land of Palestine 
in world history and 
particularly in Biblical 
history. 


EXPLORING 
ANCIENT CITIES: 

The discoveries of the 
archeologist help to 

make the almost legendary 
cities and places of the 
Bible become factual 

and real. 


Himlly [pds 


WHERE JESUS 
LIVED: 

A visit to the places 
related to Jesus’ birth, 
boyhood, public life, death 
and resurrection help to 
understand the environ- 
ment of his ministry. 


JERUSALEM, THE 
SACRED CITY: 

A young boy, a resident 
of modern Jerusalem, 
takes you around the city 
describing the sites and 
structures related to 
Biblical events. 


LIFE AND 
CUSTOMS: 

The life and customs of 
the people are shown in 


their relationship to 
Biblical days. 


THE DEAD 

SEA SCROLLS: 
Actual sites of the 
discovery of the famous 
Dead Sea Scrolls are 
visited and unusual 
close-ups of the scrolls 
are shown. 


SHEPHERD 
LIFE: 


Typical life of the 
nomadic shepherds of 
Palestine remains 
practically unchanged 
since Biblical days. 


Each ‘Land of 
the Bible” film 
gives special 
emphasis to the 
places and 
events related 

to the life 

and teachings 

of Christ. 

15 minutes in length 


Daily rental 
Color $7.50 


Black & white $5.00 # 


Producers of the 
“‘Our Children’’ Series 


FAMILY 
TALK 

with 

Dorothy Church 


“Did you ever stop to think 
what a big job you are trying 
to do in making the things of 
the Bible real and meaning- 
ful, especially to children? I 
think the Lord expects all of 
us to study, to do our best 
work, and to use good teach- 
ing tools to make His Word 
understood. This is why I 
urge you to use the ‘Land of 
the Bible’ motion pictures 
and the ‘Understanding the 
Bible Lands’ filmstrips. 


I would like to send you a 
complete set of utilization 
guides for the seven motion 
pictures and a descriptive 
filmstrip folder free. Write 
me today!” 


Que dad 


FAMILY FILMS 
AUDIO-VISUAL 
COUNSELING DEPT. €&T-o 


5823 Santa Monica Bivd. 
Hollywood, California 








GREATER GOALS ARE STILL AHEAD OF US... 


ODAY’S WORLD CONDITIONS point up 

sharply the urgency for Bible-trained 
young men and women to teach and take 
the Word to the world. 


Moody’s response to this challenge is to 
improve and enlarge present facilities for 
immediate needs, and to plan wisely for 
the even greater demands of the future. 


Giving evidence to this continuing forward 
policy of the Institute is the new Fitzwater 
Hall, to be ready for the fall semester of 
1961. 


Fitzwater Hall will be a modern, 4-story 
building, providing much-needed class- 
rooms; a new, well-equipped audio-visual 
department; language laboratory and fac- 


It is fitting in this 75th anniversary year to 
add another important structure to the In- 
stitute’s growing near-the-loop campus. It 
is also fitting that this building should hon- 
or the work and memory of a great Bible 
teacher and expositor, the late Dr. P. B. 
Fitzwater, for 41 years a member of the 
Institute faculty. 


The Moody Bible Institute family—trus- 
tees, officers, faculty, alumni, employees, 
friends—observes the diamond anniversary 
as something to be grateful for, but not 


something to rest on. There are too many 


things yet to be done. Fitzwater Hall rep- 
resents one of those things, as it is built 
into the larger purpose of the Institute. 
Fitzwater Hall is something more than 
brick and mortar. It is a symbol of 
Moody’s dynamic spirit of building to- 
gether with God—for today and tomorrow. 
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PLEASE SEND ME A COPY OF: 
0 Life at Moody 
( Latest Moody Catalog 


Name. 


MBI 
BUILDS TOGETHER 
WITH GOD... 


offering 8 basic courses of 
sound Bible training: 
General Bible 
Pastors Course 
Missionary Course 
Sacred Music 
Christian Education 
Christian Education-Music 
Jewish Missions 
Missionary Technical Course 
Write today for free cata- 


log and illustrated booklet 
of student life. 











75 years of teaching 
and taking the Word 
to the world 





Dept. ET-1-265 





Address. 





City. 








(Alternate coupon on page 48 for clipping.) 











